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we 
The Marred Visage 
By Adelaide Addison Pollard ; 
“They shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon 


the cheek.” —- Micah 5: 1. 


“So marred from the form of man was His aspect that 
His appearance was not that of a son of man."’ — Isaiah 
52:14, margin. 


“They shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his 
only son. ’’ — Zechariah 12: 10. 


THOU, who art not only one with God 
But very God indeed, — we know not how! 
Thou, by whose word of power the worlds were made, 
Before whose feet th’ adoring angels bow, 


O Thou, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
At whose exalted Name all men shall kneel, 
Thou, who shall reign on Earth forevermore, — 

How can we utter what we dimly feel, 


Remembering the brutal blow that bruised 

And marred and crushed Thy holy, gentle face 
Until, disfigured, it seemed less than man ! 

(O love of loves! O miracle of grace!) 


Yet Thou didst unresisting bear that shame 
Despising it! For Thy sad eyes looked past 

The cruel rod that smote Thee, and they saw 
The smitten heart of Israel at last. 








Why Commend Martha's Mistake? 


“Misery loves company,” and never more so than 
when the misery is caused by sin. We human sin- 
uers love to remind one another dow “human” were 
Peter and Martha. When we say “human,” we mean 
that they committed the same sins that we commit. 
Is it not time that we Christian people stopped taking 
comfort in the sins of the early Christians, and thought 
more of the deliverance from sin that the Lord gave 
them and can give us? ‘The current Sunday-school 
lesson includes the record of Mary and Martha in 
their home when the Lord Jesus visited them. Among 
the items submitted for the Illustration Round-Table 
in this issue of the Times were some that are not 
published there because their point is not a Scriptural 
one. For example: “St, Theresa said centuries ago: 
‘To give our Lord a perfect hospitality it is necessary 
that Martha and Mary should be joined together.’” 

Also the following quotation from Hartley Coleridge: 

Be Martha still in deed and good endeavour, 

In faith like Mary at His feet for ever. 


The trouble. with these sentiments is that they both 
differ with the expressed opinion of the Lord Jesus 
Christ! And his interpretation is the only safe one 
to follow, together with that of the Holy Spirit who 
wrote-the-record. We are told that “Martha was 
cumbered about much serving,”—there was some- 
thing wrong. with her spirit and her-activity. Then 


she actually takes it upen herself to rebuke the Son 
“Lord, dést thou not care that my sister hath 


of God. 


left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she 
help me.” Martha reminds the Lord of something 
he was overlooking, a duty in which he was failing! 
Naturally, Christ does not do what Martha impatiently 
and sinfully asked him to do. Gently, lovingly, but 
clearly. he rebukes her for her restless, distrustful 
anxiety, and he commends Mary for doing just what 
Martha had criticized her for doing. Many years ago 
the late H. Clay Trumbull, when Editor of THe SunN- 
pay ScHooL TIMES, wrote an editorial entitled, “Mary 
a Better Housekeeper Than Martha.” Undoubtedly 
she was. - Those who take the needed time to sit at 
the Lord’s feet, and learn from him, know how to 
use their time and energy in effective activity far bet- 
ter than those who are fussily active and out of com- 
munion with the Lord. 


a 


Frozen Bells 


Only Christ can bring warmth, light and life to 
dead souls. And even Christ could not do this except 
by being made sin, dying as the sinner’s Substitute, 
and being raised again from the dead. This is the 
only Gospel—there is no other. Modernism rejects 
this unique deity of Christ, his virgin birth, his sub- 
stitutionary blood atonement, his bodily resurrection. 
In the great and imposing temple of Modernism in 


- New York City, the Riverside Church of which Dr. 


Harry Emerson Fosdick is pastor, a sermon was 


preached a few months ago by Dr. Fosdick on “The - 


Peril of Worshiping Christ.” The church was dedi- 
cated on the second Sunday of this ‘month, with its 
sculptures of Darwin, Emerson, Einstein and other 
unbelievers alongside of Moses, Isaiah and Paul. The 
Rockefeller millions that built the church provided 
also one of the most beautiful and costly sets of chimes, 
the carillon in the lofty bell tower. These chimes were 
to have sounded out their music on the Sunday of the 
dedication,— but they failed to ring. A newspaper ac- 
count of ‘the dedication service notes that “because 
of the storm, none of the three scheduled recitals on 
the carillon took place yesterday ...as the housing 
in the tower was only temporary, the rain, hail and 
snow had beaten in on the bells and frozen the 
mechanism.” This may seem like a mere accident of 
weather, and without any significance; yet one cannot 
but think it was a bit of a parable also. There is no 


. room, “the doors being shut.” 


spiritual music in any religion that gives God's Word 


Modernism’s 
Only those who, receiving Christ as 
Saviour and Lord, are “filled with the Spirit,” 


the lie and rejects his offer of salvation. 
bells are frozen. 


can 
speak “in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord” 
(Eph, 5:19). 
a 
The Blessing Repeated 
What God has done once, God can do again. Let 


us remember this if we think our best blessings are 
in the past, or that the Lord’s power was limited to 
Bible times. The disciples were practically hopeless 
after their Lord had been crucified. They must have 
thought that their best times were all in the past. 
They actually supposed that their high expectations 
and hopes for the future had been groundless. But, 
soon after the black tragedy of the Lord’s death, there 
began to be reports that the Lord had risen from the 
dead; Mary Magdalene said so, and the other women, 
and the disciples to whom the Lord had appeared. on 
the way to Emmaus. Then, on the evening of the 
first day of the week after the crucifixion, the dis- 
ciples had a marvelous experience. They had met 
together in a room secretly, behind closed deors for 
fear of the Jews; and the risen Lord Jesus suddenly 
appeared in their midst, greeted them with loving 


words. of ce and blessing, and continued with them 
the old lowship that had been so unspeakably 
precious. When he left them that night they realized 


that they had had a blessing they could never forget. 
Perhaps they thought it was a greater blessing than 
they could ever have again in this life. But, wonder 
of wonders, the Lord came back to them again! It 
was eight days later, and again they were in the 
And this time “doubt- 
ing Thomas,” who had been absent the other time, 
was blessed with the others. So their great blessing 
happened once, and it happened again, and it happened 
even again up in Galilee. How small our faith is, 
and how great is God’s faithfulness! Let us dare to 
trust him, remembering that our Lord and Saviour 
is “the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever,” ‘and 
that he wants us to count upon his best blessings not 
once, but over and over again until we see him face 
to face. ; 


Faith and Reason 


N HIS pamphlet “The Bible Through a Telescope,” 

B. B. Sutcliffe says illuminatingly: “God reaches 

our reason through our faith, and not our faith 
through our reason.” Dictionary definitions tell us 
that faith is spiritual apprehension, or grasp, of divine 
truth apart from proof; and that reason is the intel- 
lectual faculty by which conclusions are drawn from 
truth already apprehended. The deduction, then, is 
that reason being a natural mental faculty, shared in 
greater or less degree by all normal persons, cannot 
of itself discern spiritual truth, such discernment be- 
ing the fu.ction of a spiritual faculty inwrought by 
the Spirit of God. This faculty the Bible calls faith, 
and is part of the “fruit of the Spirit” as revealed 
in Galatians 5:22, 23. 

No man ever had more training in and natural 
capacity for logical reasoning than Paul, yet he it is 
who says: “The natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God: ... neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discérned.” Hence the 
Greek, with his cultured reason, could see only “fool- 
ishness” in the preaching of Christ crucified. Had 
the Jew’s religious training in the law and the prophets 
found lodgement in the heart of the Jew, as well as 
in his head, Christ crucified would never have been 
to him “a stumblingblock.” In such cases, both in 
Paul’s time and in ours, the understanding or intellect 
is darkened “because of the blindness of their heart.” 
No wonder, then, that Paul insists that it is “with 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness.” When 
by faith we receive Christ into the heart, head unites 
with heart in testifying that Christ crucified is “the 





power: of God, and the wisdom of God.’ Reason 
has no difficulty in giving first place to faith: she 
is constantly learning that faith, because inspired 
by the Holy Spirit, has a clarifying power on the 
reasoning faculty in things material as well as spiritual. 

In summing up the ten commandments our Lord set 
his seal on this order sequence. — shalt love the 
— thy God with all thy heart .. . and with all thy 
mind.” 

The very first words of the Bible, “In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth,” are a challenge 
to reason whose questionings would never be satistied 
were it not for faith. This is stressed in Hebrews 
11:3: “Through faith we understand that the world, 
were framed by the word of God, so that things which 
are seen were not made of things which do appear.” 
It is through faith that we understand. 

This faith cannot be evolved out of our inner con- 
sciousness; it is the gift of God, and it is to be had 
for the asking. The first act of faith is to receive 
Christ into our hearts, and the Holy Spirit who, 
comes with him becomes the source and guarantor of 
the continuous development of faith. One condition 
of this development is prayerful reading of God's 
Word. “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.” Faith thus engendered by the Holy 
Spirit calls for obedience: “Be ye doers of the word, 
and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” 
We learn in Hebrews 4:2 that without obedience to 
the Word one cannot profit by the hearing of it 
There are those who confuse intellectual assent to 
the truth (even the devils believe and tremble) with 
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the faith of God, which in its very nature cannot 
exist without obedience to the Word. As obedience 
is the fruit of faith, so knowledge is the fruit of obe- 
dience. Our Lord, speaking of the Word, emphasized 
this: “If any man will do his will, he shall know 
. . « whether it be of God.” And in 1 John 2:3: 
“Hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep 
his commandments.” Knowledge of God includes his 
will and gives us assurance that “if we ask any thing 
according to his will, ... we hove the petitions that 
we desired of him” (1 John 5:14, 15). Those who 
ask “according to his will” are those who “keep his 
commandments, and do those things that are pleasing 
in his sight” (1 John 3:22). How logical God’s plan 
is, then. Faith with obedience blazes the trail for 
knowledge, and assurance crowns them all. The rea- 
soning of the new man in Christ Jesus will always en- 
dorse such faith. 

Many of the religious cults of the day demand faith 
in their followers before certain results can be 
achieved. The faith in God which they work up is 
a spurious faith, Some one may exclaim, “What a 
libel!” The best answer is found by comparing their 
“faith’ with the standard in God’s Word. Tor in- 
stance, while admitting Christ’s divinity, some of these 
cults deny the fact of his Deity, and consequently they 
approach God as if they had an inherent right to do 
so, ignoring such words of our Lord as: “No man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me”; and, “Whosoever 
denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father.” The 
necessity for and efficacy of the blood of Jesus Christ, 
which cleanseth from all sin and which makes pos- 
sible the otherwise impossible “access . . . unto the 
Father,” they argue away. It takes no profound rea- 
soning to see that the faith they profess, and the 
God they believe in, do not agree with the unequivocal 
statements of God’s Word. 

When faith, obedience, and reason approach the 
study of the Word, one thing good to remember is 
that the Holy Spirit, who feeds our faith, was an eye- 
witness of and sharer in the works of creation. It 
was he who, after the earth became “void,” “moved 
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Does the Bible Teach Dispensations ? 


Is there any Scriptural ground for belief in dis- 
pensational teaching as presented by Dr. Scofield 
in his edition of the Bible? 

Does dispensational teaching claim that the four 
Gospels are not a necessary part of our belief? 

These questions are asked in the utmost sincerity, 
and I feel sure that you can give a most satisfactory 
reply —A New Jersey minister. 


Tue Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs, together with many 
students and teachers of the Bible, most Bible Insti- 
tutes of today, and a great number of evangelists and 
missionaries of this and earlier generations, believes 
that the Bible sets forth “dispensations,” according 
to the general teaching on this subject found in the 
Scofield Reference Bible (Oxford University Press). 
There is, of course, room for legitimate difference of 
interpretation as to just what dispensations or ages 
are defined in the Bible from the time of creation until 
now and beyond in years to come. But the funda- 
mental principle of dispensations is so generally rec- 
ognized by sound and evangelical students of the Word 
that it does not seem to be fairly open to question. 

Thé principle, for example, is established by Paul’s 
inspired discussion of the subject in his Epistle to the 
Galatians. This letter was written to answer, expose, 
and refute the error of religious teachers in the First 
Century who were denying the dispensational teaching 
that distinguishes between the ages or dispensations 
of law and grace. Thus Paul writes: “But before 
faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto 
the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Where- 
fore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto 
Christ, that we might be justified by faith’ (Gal. 
3: 23, 24). 

A dispensation, or age, as defined by Dr. Scofield 
is “a period of‘ time during which man is tested in 
respect of obedience to some specific revelation of 
the will of God.” He finds seven such dispensations 
distinguished in Scripture; other Bible teachers differ 
as to some details regarding such dispensations, but 
those given in the Scofield Reference Bible are worthy 
of study and consideration, as follows: 


Innocency (Gen. 1: 28). 
Conscience (Gen. 3: 23). 

Human Government (Gen. 8: 20). 
Promise (Gen. 12:1). 

Law (Exod. 19:8). 

Grace (John 1:17)). 

Kingdom (Eph. 1: 10). 


A book giving these studies more fully is “Rightly 
Dividing the Word of Truth,” by C. I. Scofield (paper, 
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upon the face of the waters.” Then how fitting that, 
when the time arrived for the God-planned records to 
be preserved, it was the Holy “pirit who “moved” 
(impelled) and “inspired “holy men of God” to do the 
work (2 Pet. 1:21 and 2 Tim. 3:16). So, as Dr. 
Jo: tt has said: “We sum it all up, the Holy 
Spirit must interpret what the Holy Spirit first in- 
spired.” This accords with Christ’s promise that 
the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, would guide us 
into all truth. Searching the Scriptures, and com- 
paring spiritual things with spiritual, we too can 
say that “all scripture is given by inspiration of God.” 
The Word, which is “a discerner [critic] of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart,’ could have been 
written by none other than God, for he alone knows 
“the thoughts and intents” of the human heart. 

Those who carp at certain statements in the Bible as 
unbelievable we leave with him whose word, rejected 
now, will judge them at the last day (John 12: 48). 
He it was ‘whose Holy Spirit inspired Peter to de- 
scribe them as those who “stumble at the word, being 
disobedient” (1 Pet. 2:8). When teachers of the 
Word belong in this class then, like those of old who 
betrayed the same trust, do “err in vision,” and “stum- 
ble in [their] judgment” (mental deliberations). 

Of the would-be scholarship of such unbelieving 
critics it is written, “The wisd m of this world is 
foolishness with God.” In the French of 1 Timothy 
6:20 we are warned to shun the “contradictions of 
science falsely so-called, avowing which, some have 
‘distorted’ the faith.” The tragic end of these “blind 
leaders of the blind” is that they make shipwreck of 
their own faith and that of others. On the other 
hand, those who, relying on the Holy Sp’ it, obey, 
understand, and love the Word may well unite with 
the Lord Jesus Christ in the exultant joy ~* his heart 
when he said: “I thank thee, O “ather, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things 
from, those wise in their own conceit and hast re- 
vealed them unto babes. Even so, Father: for so it 
seemed good in thy sight” (Matt. 11:25, 26, Cam- 
bridge Bible). 








25 cents; cloth, 50 cents; to be had from H. T. How- 
ard, conducting a Book Service for THe SuNbDAY 
ScHoot Times, 401 West Durham Road, Mount Airy, 
Philadelphia). 

Answering the second question asked by the in- 
quirer, dispensational teaching assuredly does not “claim 
that the four Gospels are not a necessary part of our 
belief,” but recognizes the four Gospels as a most 
vital and precious part of the infallible Word of God. 
There are passages in the four Gospels setting forth 
duties of predicting events that do not belong to us 
today but that refer to a future time. This is true 
also of many passages in the Old Testament. Dis- 
pensational teaching seeks to “rightly divide the word 
of truth,” and, with the illumination of the Word itself, 
to discern between Scriptures that are written for us 
and Scriptures that are written to us. All Scripture 
is written for us, and is “profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). 
But not all Scripture is written to us in the sense 
of declaring duties laid upon us for today. The sacred 
duties of ceremonial details for the worship of God’s 
people Israel in the tabernacle and the temple are not 
duties for us today, but the inspired record of these 
is for our edification today. 

Those who keep THE SunpAy ScHoot TIMES on 
file will find a valuable article on “Dispensations and 
the Scofield Reference Bible,” by Wilbur M. Smith, 
in the Times of June 15, 1929. The article shows 
that dispensational teaching has been prominent 
throughout the entire history of the Christian Church. 


<= 
Where Did Sin Begin? 


This question was faised in my presence and not 
answereu': Where did sin originate? Heaven being 
a place without sin, and angels being created holy, 
how could sin begin? 

_This may seem a foolish question, but if you can 
sive any light on this it would be greatly appreci- 
ated. 

We, as a family, do thank God for a paper like 
yours; God grant that you may continue to stand 
on the Fundamentals.—An Indiana reader. 


, Sin began when and where some. created being set 
his or her will against God’s will. So far as the 
human race is concerned, the Bible tells us that sin 
began when Eve, yielding to the serpent’s temptation, 
believed the tempter’s word instead of God’s word, and 
disobeyed God’s will by eating of the fruit of the tree 
that God had forbidden. Adam followed with a similar 
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act of disobedience, and thus sin entered and wrecked 
the human race. “By one man sin entered into the 
world, and death~by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned” (Rom. 5:12). 

But the tempter had sinned before any human being, 
and the Bible tells us of the first sin in all history. It 
was when an angel, the highest of all angels, named 
Lucifer or “Light Bearer,” in self-will determined to 
disobey God’s will and make himself equal to God. 
We read: 


How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son 
of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, 
which didst weaken the nations! 

For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into 
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of 
God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congre- 
gation, in the sides of the north: 

I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will 
be like the most High. 

Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides 
of the pit (Isa. 14: 12-15). 


The same historical event is evidently described in 
Ezekiel 28: 


Thus saith the Lord God; Thou sealest up the sum, 
full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. ... 

Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I 
have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain 
of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of 
the stones of fire. 

Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that 
thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. ... 

Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, 
thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy 
brightness. 


So we see, from the Scriptures, that sin could and did 
enter even Heaven. We know from other Scriptures 
that a great host of angels followed Satan in his sin, 
and were wrecked by sin as mankind was. We know 
from Job (1:6) that Satan after his sin and fall was 
permitted to come into the presence of God in Heaven. 

As we read of these strange and tragic facts about 
sin and its destructiveness, we read also in the Scrip- 
tures of God’s wonderful and all-sufficient remedy for 
sin in “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world” (Rev. 13:8). And we know that the incor- 
rigibly sinful, including Satan and his angel hosts, to- 
gether with human beings who will not accept God’s 
offer of salvation, will necessarily be cast out eternally 
from the presence of God in the final judgment, when 
“whosoever was. not found written in the book of life 
was cast into the lake of fire’ (Rev. 20:15). 

A valuable book bringing together the teachings of 
Scripture on this subject is by Dr. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, entitled, “Satan” ($1; to be had from H. T. 
Howard, conducting a Book Service for THE SuNpDay 
ScHoo. Tres, 401 West Durham Road, Mount Airy, 
Philadelphia). 

Another book by Dr. Chafer, “Major Bible 
Themes,” ($1.25), includes Bible studies on the sub- 
ject of sin, and the following sentence from this book 
is illuminating: “Since the fact and effects of sin 
reach back into the unknown past and on into eter- 
nity as qualifying factors of all human experience, 
we should not be surprised to discover that even 
with the aid of divine revelation we confront some 
mysteries that are insoluble to the finite mind.” 


=< 
Misquoted Scripture 


The Times has published in several issues let- 
ters from readers giving Scripture passages that are 
frequently misquoted. Other letters have been re- 
ceived, calling attention to similar misquotations, and 
they are published in the hope that they may be help- 
ful to us all in seeking to use the Scripture accurately. 
The Times will welcome further letters from its 
readers on the subject. 


The question of misquotation of Scripture as dealt 
with in your “Notes on Open Letters,” has been very 
interesting. 

A short time ago at a prayer-meeting here a quo- 
tation was made, as follows, “As the tree falls so 
it lies to the countless ages of eternity.” The ac- 
curacy of this supposed quotation was immediately 
questioned and those who questioned it said it should 
be, ‘As the tree falls so it lies.” But neither of 
these is strictly correct. The verse. is Ecclesiastes 
11:3, last clause, which reads, “In the place where 
the tree falleth, there it shall be.” It is just a ques- 
tion whether this verse, when accurately given, would 
bear out the meaning that has usually been attached 
to it. At the prayer-meeting where it was mentioned 
it was brought forward as proof that where death 
leaves us, eternity finds us, or in other words, dis- 
proving any suggestion or idea of a second chance. 
The refutation of this unscriptural second chance 
theory does not rest on such an uncertain basis as 
this verse, in my judgment. 

There is another class of misquotations or popular 
notions which go beyond what is revealed. I have 
found that lots of people are quite confident that 
there were “three” wise men who came from the 
East to find Him who was born King of the Jews. 
The Bible record is not the authority for the number, 
—A Canadian reader. 
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Our Captivity in the Hands of Chinese Communists 


Threatened hourly with cruel death, yet finding peace 
and joy through God’s Word 


By Mrs. Robert W. Porteous 
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one night we were awakened by some messengers 

who had come from the headquarters at Yung- 
sin. They had brought a letter from our dear young 
friend, Mr. Chen Tao-hsing. We were quite ex- 
cited for it was the first communication we had re- 
ceived since Miss Gemmell left us about seven weeks 
before. The writing was small, the light dim, and 
the guards crowded around us, so that it was not 
easy to read; but we managed to make out that our 
three friends, Messrs. Chen, Hwang, and Yu had 
succeeded in getting an order from General Peng for 
our release, but that when they had reached Yungsin 
they found, to their great disappointment, that the 
Yungsin authorities would not sanction the release. 
We were filled with joy, surprise, and’ sorrow all 
at once: joy at the thought that friends were within 
a day’s journey of us and the knowledge that Miss 
Gemmell had reached: Yuanchow in safety; surprise 
at the courage of the three men who had come 
through great danger; sorrow that they had to go 
back without us. For some days it was not easy to 
be cheerful but we still comforted ourselves that it 
could not have been God’s will for us to be released 
then or we should have been set free. 

After this we gradually noticed a change in the 
attitude of the guards and even of some of our fel- 
low captives. It was not as friendly as before and 
we began to hear words dropped about killing us. 
Once we heard that they intended to do so the next 
morning, but we were able to sleep through the 
night, “in nothing terrified by your adversaries.” 
Morning came and nothing was done. This kind 
of thing occurred several times. Almost every time 
a terrific thunderstorm came and during one of these 
one of the guards was killed by lightning. Once an 
inspector came from headquarters and questioned us 
awhile. He told us that $20,000 had been given for 
our ransom to General Peng Teh-hwai. We told 
him that we had not the slightest idea whence such 
a large sum could have come, certainly not from the 
China Inland Mission. Later we overhead him saying 
to some of the officers in charge of the prison that 
they might torture us to make us confess where the 
money had come from. We felt that if the Lord al- 
lowed it, he would still be with us just as he had 
been with Joseph, Daniel and the three Hebrew 
captive youths. 


Conflicting News about the Ransom 

After having spent over a month at Heofang, the 
whole camp broke up and moved to a small hamlet 
one day’s journey down the mountain. We were 
shown two small dark rooms with a tiny window 
each. We were told to choose between the one with 
six women and two children and the other with four 
men. Our hearts sank! As it was near the end 
of May the weather was getting hotter each day. We 
begged the officer in charge to let us have a tiny 
room off the kitchen. It was full of ashes, farming 
utensils, and rubbish. “All right,” he said, and taking 
a broom, he swept ashes and rubbish into one cor- 
ner. He then took down a door and propped it up 
for our bed. We were most grateful to him and 
could not have thanked him more heartily had he 
given us a room in the Hotel Cecil [in London]! 

That night we were told that $50,000 had come 
for us. The secretary of the place said, “Now you 
will soon be set free; we just want another $10,000 
and then we will release you.” We were greatly 
perplexed and wondered whence such a sum could 
have come. We said to each other that if it were 
true, we should feel ashamed to meet people even if 
we were released. Then we heard it contradicted and 
then again confirmed and the amount varied. The 
feeling in the camp became strained and we over- 
heard such remarks as, “They say they have no 
money and yet can give a large sum like that; they 
must be capitalists.” (In their eyes, to be a capi- 
talist is to be a criminal.) One day one of the offi- 
cers came to us and said, “You will soon be able to 
go home, we expect the tickets for your release to 
come from Yungsin one of these days.” Our joy 
can well be imagined! A tailor, working at a table 


\W E HAD been nearly a month at Heofang when 


near by, reproved him for telling us and muttered - 


something about “these foreigners.” 

“But,” said the officer, “even Chu Chen-fu [Chair- 
man of the Soviet Government at Yungsin] said so.” 

Another officer in charge came and confirmed the 
news that we were going to be released. That night 
we could not sleep for joy. But the next morning 
those hopes were cruelly dispelled. 

The tailor, who for some reason seemed to have 
a good deal of authority, told us that we should not 





For one hundred days last year Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert W. Porteous of the China Inland Mission 
were prisoners. Their fellow worker, Mr. A. B. 
Lewis, has been telling Times readers of their 
experiences. In this sixth article of the series 
Mrs. Porteous gives her own story of the priva- 
tions and dangers that she and her husband had 
to face each day. There are many lessons for us, 
who live in peace and comfort, in this beautiful 
record of joyful suffering for the sake of the 
Lord Jesus. 








be released unless $100,000 were given. He said, 
“You may get out by the end of the year.” 

The officers who had given us every hope the day 
before told us that we should have to wait a few 
weeks longer, saying, “This is not a bad place in 
which to spend the summer.” 

My husband took this disappointment calmly, but 
it was nearly too much for me for a little while and 
for the first time during our varied experiences, I 
broke down and gave way to a good cry! However, 
my husband was able to comfort me with the precious 
promises from God’s Word: “I am persuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be* able to separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”—“All things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God.”—‘“The Lord 
is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do 
unto me.”—“That the trial of your faith, being much 
more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it 
be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and 
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” 
—“Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.” How precious and real these 
promises and facts are! JI was soon able to smile 
and be glad again. 

The three or four weeks that followed were in 
some ways the hardest, although we were given more 
freedom and could walk about in the vicinity of our 
prison without being followed by a soldier and a gun. 
We were gradually getting weaker and the weather 
was getting hotter. The feeling in the camp was 
becoming more and more strained. We heard many 
discussions about us and there was much talk of 
killing us. It was to be: “after breakfast,” “to- 
night,” “tomorrow morning early,” till it seemed as 
if we were almost saying, like Paul, “I die daily.” 
The Lord gave us wonderful peace and we knew 
that they could not kill us unless he allowed it, and 
if he did it would be to leave these dreadful sur- 
roundings and to see him face to face. My husband 
said that at times he could almost see the Saviour’s 
smile of welcome. Our only sorrow was for our 
dear ones, relations, beloved friends, and fellow-work- 
ers, both Chinese and foreign. How dear they all 
were and how we longed to see them all! We thought 
of the many little children who would be praying for 
us, and of the Chinese Christians, some of whom were 
but children in the faith. We used to plead with the 
Lord to remember them and not to let them be dis- 
appointed. But we had to be tried still further, for 
we began to hear talk of killing Mr. Porteous and 
of putting me in chains for a year. Another time 
they suggested putting Mr. Porteous into a pit and 
letting him starve to death. Yet the Lord again 
sustained us and we received the assurance that noth- 
ing could touch us against his will and we repeated, 
“Thou sweet beloved will of God” and “Peace, per- 
fect peace.” 


“Standing on the Promises” 


About that time the Lord gave us these promises, 
“IT will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut 
in sunder the bars of iron,” and “Shall the prey be 
taken from the mighty, or the lawful captive deliv- 
ered? But thus saith the Lord, Even the captives 
of the mighty shall be taken away, and the prey of 
the terrible shall be delivered.” ‘These promises we 
pleaded before the Lord a good many times a day. 
We always felt strengthened and ‘sought to comfort 
some of our fellow captives. 

One of the women was a believer from Yungsin 
and she had suffered a great deal. Her husband had 
been beheaded and she herself was tied up one night 
and cruelly beaten. She showed me her swollen, 
discolored arms where the ropes had hurt her. I 
tried to comfort her with the comfort wherewith we 
had been comforted of God. She brightened up as 





her thoughts were directed to the “exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory” that will follow. She did 
not have the assurance of salvation and we were 
able to «lighten her. Another woman was some- 
what impressed. She had been in captivity for seven 
months with a baby girl, who was a great comfort 
to us. She. grew very fond of us and always held 
out her little arms to me when I came near. One 
day her mother said to me, “They say she looks like 
you foreigners, and because of that she must be be- 
headed.” That was supposed to be a joke, but what 
a gruesome one! I was glad the little darling did 
not understand what was said. The children in the 
neighborhood generally became our friends and often 
brought us flowers after they had found out that we 
liked them. They also were pleased with the pic- 
tures Mr. Porteous drew for them. One little girl 
of five years was very affectionate. One day she 
came in looking very sad and stroking my husband's 
shoulder, she said, “You are going to eat bitterness 
[suffer] today.” 

“What kind of bitterness?” 

“They are going to kill you,” she whispered. 

One day we had a pleasant surprise. A_ basket 
was handed to us containing some clothing, a tin of 
milk, some medicine, and a piece of soap (very ac- 
ceptable!) and LETTERS! We were too excited 
for words; we cried and laughed at the same time. 
All the guards gathered round to see what the bas- 
ket contained and to ask questions. After their curi- 
osity had been satisfied, we were able to read our 
letters, about twenty of them. Words fail to de- 
scribe all that their expressions of loving sympathy 
and encouragement meant to us. The basket had 
been prepared and sent by Mr. Lewis and our fellow 
workers as well as other friends in Changsha at the 
time when they had hoped we should be released and 
it had been a month on the way. The basket had 
been tampered with, for while there was a very wel- 
come change of under garments, for which we were 
profoundly grateful, there was only one outer gar- 
ment and that was a summer dress which must have 
belonged to a lady considerably broader than I. Hap- 
pily it was not modern and had a long ample skirt 
from which I made a pair of Chinese trousers for 
Mr. Porteous. There was enough left of the skirt 
to lengthen the blouse and I was able to make a 
semi-Chinese top garment for myself, and then we 
were quite nicely set up! All hope of release seemed 
to be vanishing and we were getting more hopeless 
about it, when the promise, “I will contend with 
a contendeth with thee” wads brought to our 
mind. 


Escaping Death by Drawing Pictures 

On the afternoon of June 25, when things seemed 
most dark and threatening, a letter came from Yung- 
sin saying that the authorities there had ordered us 
to be sent to that city. Five minutes later we were 
on the road but we knew not what was awaiting us. 
We went only a short distance that night, stopping 
at one of the departmental headquarters of the Soviet. 
The man in charge treated us courteously, but by- 
standers were talking of killing us that night. How- 
ever, Mr. Porteous managed to keep them amused 
with the pictures he drew and they kept him working 
at these until quite late. The next morning we were 
soon on the road again and had to walk about twenty 
miles in the heat. We had received another bundle 
of precious letters at our stopping place and we knew 
that our three brave friends, Messrs. Chen, Hwang, 
and Yu were waiting for us at Yungsin. This spurred 
us on, though the talk we heard as we went along 
was far from reassuring. We were received in a 
friendly manner at the headquarters of the Soviet 
Government in Yungsin and we had not been there 
long before our three friends appeared. 

Our feelings cannot be described, we should like 
to have hugged them, but we threw Chinese custom 
to the winds and shook both their hands regardless 
of the crowd of officials and other curious: onlookers. 
They obtained permission to take us along to the 
inn where they were staying. 

On the way Mr. Chen said, “We have chairs ready 
for you to start tomorrow.” 

“Oh! are we really released?” we exclaimed. 

“Yes,” he replied, “they have promised to write 
the tickets for releasé tonight.” 

Only those who have been prisoners and have been 
released can fully realize what these words meant to 
us and we seemed to be walking on air! “‘Then was 
our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
singing.” . 

(To be continued) 
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The Ballad of Bezaleel 
By Elisabeth A. Scott 


F BEZALEEL the artist 
QO The story 1 would sing, 
Born Hebrew slave in Egypt, 
When Rameses was king. 


But, though a slave and stranger, 
His life with power filled; 
For Bezaleel had wisdom, 
In craftsmanship was skilled — 


A goldsmith, a designer 

Of garments rich and rare, 
An artist, and a sculptor 

Who worked with patient care, 


In favor with the royalty 
And: nobles of the land; 
Beside the throne of Pharaoh 
Was often called to stand. 


The Pharaoh’s favorite statue 
Bezaleet had made, 

And many miules and asses 
The monarch gladly paid. 


The princes and the nobles 
Were patrons of the slave, 

Who for his golden collars 
Their orders freely gave. 


His woven silken girdles 

The ladies bought with praise; 
Assured was he of patrons 

And comfort all his days. 


Then Moses came, and many 
Of Israel were in doubt, 

But Bezaleel was foremost 
To follow Moses out. 


His friend, the crown prince Seti, 
Spoke earnestly in vain — 

Nor wealth nor fear nor favor 
Would make him turn again. 


“My friend,” he answered Seti, 
That Prince so soon to die — 
“No craftsman loves his handwork 

More tenderly than I. 


“But dearer is, O Seti, 
The land my fathers trod, 

My toiling Hebrew brethren, 
My fathers’ holy God. 


“In Egypt are we strangers, 
But now we homeward go: 

So Moses has commanded ; 
Jehovah wills it so.” 


“A dreaming fool, by Hathor, 
Is Moses, doomed to tail! 

For soon shall Pharaoh’s power 
Make Hebrew cowards quail! 


“Fool, too, my friend Bezaleel, 
_ Art thou, with all thy skill, 
To perish in the desert ! — 

Is that a wise man’s will?” 


“Though art and tool and patron 
Be gone, shall I repine? 

Jehovah has but lent me 
Whatever skill is mine. 


“T know not what He wishes 
To use in me, nor how, 
But still I'll follow Moses, 
To serve Jehovah now.” 


And was the master artist 
For loveliness to starve; 

To set in gold no jewels, 
No portrait statues carve? 


No lovely robes, no patrons? 
Must all his art grow less, 

Be wasted on poor Hebrews 
And on the wilderness? 


Then surely was his leaving 
Of Egypt a mistake, 

To throw away his talents, 
Though for Jehovah's sake! 


A fool had Seti called him; 
And Seti must be right: 

The wilderness had buried 
A costly jewel bright. 


Such was the world’s opinion, 
And so it stands today; 

A life to God entrusted 
Is surely thrown away! 
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Perhaps — but listen further 
How God the story tells! — 
Hast heard about the breastplate, 
The pomegranates and belis, 


The ephod of the high priest, 
The miter for his head, 
The altars with their vessels, 
The table for the bread? 


The linen curtain coverings 
Of purple, scarlet, blue; 
The candlesticks like almonds, 
The sweet incenses, too? 


The mercy-seat most holy, 
With golden cherubim, 
The ark of God containing 
The tables writ by Him? 
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The tent-like tabernacle, 
In all its lovely parts 

Oi gold and brass and silver 
Furnished by willing hearts, — 


Its patterns made in Heaven, 
And carried out so well 

That God approved the workmanship, 
Was pleased therein to dwell? — 


This glorious labor, worthy 
Of only a master hand, 
Was given to Bezaleel 
By God’s express command. 


And was the man, then, foolish? 
That surely cannot be; 
For God called him “‘wise-hearted.” 
And thus he seems to me! 
Cxicaco. 








As they listened to the Gospel during 
the hours of the death watch 








God’s Dealing with Condemned Criminals 


By Vincent Jj. Steffan, Field Secretary of Steffan 


Prison Association 














Eastern States, Maine and Rhode Island; and 

in six Middle and Northwestern States, Kan- 
sas, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, and Wisconsin; the South and West are solid 
in retaining the capital punishment law. In six States 
the death penalty is mandatory for first degree mur- 
der. Two of these six include certain other crimes. 
In the remaining thirty-four States the judge or jury 
has the right to choose between execucion and_ life 
imprisonment. 

I am a firm believer in the law of capital punish- 
ment, first because the Scriptures teach it, and then 
because of its protection to society. I have spent 
many hours with condemned criminals just before 
their execution, and in each case I have unhesitatingly 
stated my belief on this question. 

. Y. was hanged in a city jail for the crime of 
first degree murder. Eighteen months before his exe- 
cution he accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal 
Saviour in a Gospel meeting conduc.ed in jail each 
Saturday afternoon by the people of the town; I had 
been the preacher on the occasion of his conversion. 
He was nurtured in the faith of Christ through visit- 
ing Christians until the day of the death-watch. His 
faith in Christ continued without wavering. 

I had arranged my itinerary so as to be with Y., 
my son in the Lord whom I had begotten in the faith 
of Christ, for the last twenty-four hours of his life. 
When I made my way to the. jail for this. final 
visit I learned from his own lips that he had decided 
to turn Roman Catholic. <A “spirit” had communi- 
cated to him that if he would gain Heaven he must 
become a Roman Caiholic and join the Catholic 
Church, which he was told was the only true church. 
He stated, further, that his mother desired him to 
become a Roman Catholic. Of course, I was now 
deeply concerned over his spiritual welfare. I had 
only one recourse, the Word of the living God. 

The Scriptures were gone into thoroughly concern- 
ing the relationship established through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and his finished work in the sinner’s 
behalf. All te no avail. My efforts seemed utterly 
futile. At fast, in desperation, I said: “You say 
that your mother desired you to turn Roman Catholic? 
Do you know that the Lord Jesus says in Matthew: 
‘He that loveth father or mother more than me_is 
not worthy of me’? Y. then told me that his mother 
did not make the request that he join the Roman 
Catholic Church, but that she agreed with him when 
he said to her that he was seriously thinking of doing 
so. This was the wedge that finally cut through. 

“Mr. Steffan,” said he, “I have been the victim of 
wrong advice. During the past few days the Roman 
Catholic priest has been setting before me the idea 
that the true church was the Roman Catholic Church, 
that the priest alone had power to forgive sins, and 
therefore that there was no other way into Heaven.” 

I showed Y. from God’s Word that the authority 
for faith and morals was not vested in any church, but 
in the Word of the living God and that alone; that 
repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ established an eternal relationship between the 
penitent soul and God, accompanied with confidence 
and assurance that, whatsoever God hath done, it shall 
be forever. This was climaxed with real joy in the 
Lord, and laid the foundation for an earnest season 
of prayer, meditation, and fellowship in the Lord. 

Upon leaving Y. for a season I met the sheriff, — 
a kind, sympathetic man, yet one who could be very 
firm in the performance of his duty. Y.’s request 
that I remain with him for the remainder of his life 
as his spiritual adviser was readily granted. A cot 
was provided and I was given free hand to come and 
go. Y.’s relatives — old-fashioned Methodists — were 
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pleased to know that God had delivered him from 
the controlling influence of the Catholic priest. They 
expressed warm feeling toward ‘the Christian friends 
of Y., and were pleased to know that in the final 
outcome I was to have the supervision of his spiritual 
welfare. 

Toward the evening hour one of the deputies intro- 
duced me to the Roman Catholic priest as Y.’s spir- 
itual adviser. ‘There must be something radically 
wrong,” exclaimed the priest, “for Mr. Y. has ex- 
pressed the desire to me that he become a Roman 
Catholic.” I proceeded to acquaint him with the fact 
of Y.’s relationship with other Christian friends -since 
the time he had confessed Christ in the public meeting, 
and that the Christian people of from time to 
time had been nurturing him in the faith. The priest 
frowned upon all this information. 

“Very well,” said I, “Mr. Y. can speak for himself.” 

“Is it not your desire to become a Catholic, Mr. Y.?” 
asked the priest. 





“No,” Y. responded, “I am satisfied to remain as~ 


i am,” 

This positive rejection on Y.’s part exasperated the 
priest and he endeavored to set forth by argument, 
in the presence of the deputy sheriff and myself with 
Y., that unless Y. became a Roman Catholic his eter- 
nal destiny was hopeless. His argument was to the 
effect that the only true church was the Church of 
Rome, and all other churches were apostates and its 
representatives heretics. It was a very strange scene, 
in the midst of gruesome death, with a soul deeply 
concerned about eternity and the sure way to God. 
But Y. had the sure foundation of the Word of God 
and could not be swerved frem his course. The Lord 
gave great victory -through his Word. 

Another condemned. man, who was to die with Y., 
was born and reared a Roman Catholic, and the priest 
administered the last rites to this man. There seemed 
to be a concerted effort, including the man’s mother 
Mrs. L., to force Y. to become a Romanist. An en- 
tire row of cells was set apart for the death watch 
of these two condemned men. Y. and his friends, 
including myself, were sitting together when Mrs. L. 
asked Y. to step in another cell where she wished to 
speak to him privately. Y. was gone about fifteen 
minutes when my suspicions.were aroused, and sure 
enough, instead of Mrs. L. being with him, I found 
the priest and Y. alone in the cell. This was the last 
time the priest was with Y. alone. 

I did not sleep a moment, but maintained a vigil 
throughout the night. A deep conviction fell upon Y. 
that he should be baptized, so I administered the rite 
of Christian baptism in the presence of two deputy 
sheriffs. The open Book of books and the dear lad’s 
open heart transformed that hole of a death cell and 
gave it a heavenly atmosphere. Our feasts in the 


_ Word of God and the consciousness of the presence 


of the Lord Jesus Christ gave spiritual joy in the 
midst of what would have been gloom and despair. 
After his baptism, Y. fell into a deep and peaceful 
sleep, from which he was awakened by a spell of 
coughing shortly after four in the morning. A sea- 
son of prayer maintained his state of qtietness and 
peace. His mind was fixed upon Christ and the com- 
ing glory. Shortly before the death march, a strong 
desire to smoke a cigarette was gloriously defeated 
by his confiding trust in the Saviour. I had said 
to him, “Here is your opportunity to prove the reality 
of a living Lord, caring for you in the hour of need.” 
The triumph of Christ in his eye and look spelled 
victory. Prayer, the reading of .the Word of God, 
and the quiet singing, of hymns telling of the cross 
of Christ and the precious blood, all preceded the 
death march. Y. was entirely relaxed through this 
bitter ordeal. He sent word to his sister before the 
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execution, “My promotion from earth to. Heaven is 
soon to be effected.’ Throughout the death march, 
and during the preparation for the hanging, I quoted 
comforting words of Scripture. Y.’s last words were 
uttered in the triumph of an abiding and trusting 
faith: ‘“Good-by, boys, I am going Home to glory.” 
And Y. was not, for the Lord took him. “Absent 
from the body, and... present with the Lord” (2 
Cor. 5:8). 


It was my privilege to spend the last hours with 
two other condemned prisoners in one of our State 
penitentiaries. I found that one of these boys was 
reared in Christian Science, with the teaching that 
there is no reality to matter, sin, and the like. I 
sought to present the precious truths of the Christian 
faith to him from the Bible, especially as to man’s 
true condition before God as a lost, condemned sinner 
and the efficacious and sacrificial atoning death of 
Christ. Every one of my efforts seemed to fail. I 
had with me a folder entitled “Christian Science and 
Christian Scriptures Compared and Contrasted” 
(Christian Fundamentals League, 313 West Third 
Street, Los Angeles, Cal.). What I was unable to 
accomplish, this folder succeeded in doing through its 
comparisons and contrasts of Christian Science and 
the Word of God. 

The young man was thus brought to realize that 
his true condition was one of desperate spiritual need, 
and that the only remedy for that need was the 
precious blood of Christ, with its saving power applied 
to his case. He came into the full realization of be- 
ing a convicted sinner, and just before his death the 
blood did indeed avail for him. . 

The cause and issue of crimes and criminals have 
ever baffled the most astute minds of the ages, and 
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the methods of scientific research have disclosed but 
little. Legislation has played its part; laws have 
been made more stringént; law enforcement bodies 
are better equipped than ever before; but their com- 
bined efforts seem to have been in vain. 

Apart from the Christian faith, with its supernatu- 
ral power, we are at our wits’ end trying to solve 
this problem. Have we done everything possible and 
given a fair trial to every resource at our command? 

o this question we reply most emphatically in the 
negative. 
among the discovered and convicted criminals includes 
the follewing objective: “The visitation of prisons 
and prisoners, ‘That they may also obtain the salva- 
tion which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory’ (2 
Tim. 2:10), with its accompanying cheer and inspira- 
tion for good citizenship.” (The headquarters of the 
Association are at 418 Crozer Building, 1420 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.) 

All crimes are from the result of sin. Lawlessness, 
insubordination, and revolts are the revealed evidences 
of an internal and constitutional disorder. We be- 
lieve in reform and welfare movements; we praise 
God for all the good they can do. But, however good 
they may be in themselves, nothing of man can pos- 
sibly be substituted for the supernatural power of 
God as revealed in the Gospel of Christ and imparted 
to the believer. We would seek to introduce the 
loser in prison to the Christ of God, the Friend of 
publicans and sinners. The sinking sand foundation 
upon which the criminal has made his. history of fail- 
ures may be exchanged for the solid rock foundation 
which is Christ, — “For other foundation can,no man 
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 








Letters from a Farm Mother to Her 


Son at College ) 


4. About Vain Religion 














Skylight Farm. 
Dear Boy o’ MINE: 


It is raining tonight. Not the spasmodic dash of 
big drops that has raised our hopes so many times 
this year of the great drought only to slow up a 
few seconds later and patter into silence, leaving us 
tense with alternate hope and disappointment. This 
is a quiet, business-like~drizzle that seems to under- 
stand its business and gurgles comfortingly into the 
cistern intakes. It finds me both thankful and hum- 
ble: thankful because like so many of God’s good 
gifts it has arrived just in the nick of time, humble 
because of certain idle words that have passed my 
lips of late. 

It is about idle words I want to talk with you 
You remember the warning of our Lord, 
one of the most startling he ever uttered, “Every 
idle word that men shall speak, they shall give ac- 
count thereof in the day of judgment” (Matt. 12: 36). 
Whenever I think of that and remember the Peter- 
like impetuosity of my silly tongue I thank God that 
I have such a daysman as his Son to plead my cause. 
I should like you to associate with these words of 
the Lord Jesus what James says about the wild treach- 
ery of the human tongue. You know he makes one’s 
words apparently the touchstone of one’s sincerity 
and concludes that an unbridled tongue is sufficient 
evidence upon which to convict a man of an empty 
profession. It is a difficult standard. 

Now I know conclusively that my having passed 
out of death into life is an assured fact, that I am 
not “deceiving myself” about it, since my assurance 
rests entirely upon the finished work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. But I must confess that there are times 
when I am taken off my guard and, driving this half- 
broken tongue of mine with a loose rein, suddenly 
find myself the victim of a runaway and liable to the 
charge of “vain religion.” The pleasant drizzle out- 
side even now reproves me for just such a careless 
performance. 

You know that the season just past has afforded 
farmers a fine opportunity, at least here in the drought 
belt, to try out Habbakuk 3:17, 18. I am happy to 
know that even when things looked the worst, when 
great cracks yawned in the parched ground and the 
corn drooped and curled under the scorching sun, I 
never saw the day I couldn’t “rejoice in the Lord” 
and “joy in the God of my salvation.” I used to 
think, “Who knows but we may hear the voice of the 
archangel and the trump of God before the harvest 
time?” Tl have to “give you something”— to speak 
in the language of your kind—because your confi- 
dence was often. stronger than mine. When I pre- 
pared to resign myself to a total crop failure, you 
pointed to the ears shooting and filling against seem- 
ingly impossible odds. I never shall understand how 
we had any crop at all. Then came the time when 
the streams began to fail and we cut short our vaca- 


tion and hurried home more than half expecting to 
find a distracted hired man at his wits’ end as to how 
to water the stock. You were at home long enough 
to know. how those feeble creeks in the pastures 
seemed to hang on like the widow’s meal. Then just 
before the last pools dried up came one bountiful rain. 
True it brought only temporary relief. I’ve often 
comforted myself with noticing that that’s the sort 
God loves to send his trusting children in order that 
his mercies may always have upon them the dewy 
freshness of faith’s morning. But, Boy o’ Mine, I 
wonder if I’m one of that company who sang his 
praise and “soon forgat his works.” 

You see that was really the only rain we had for 
weeks and weeks. Then the other day I looked into 
the cistern and discovered that the water was alarm- 
ingly low. About that time Grandpa announced that 
the windmill had pumped the best stock well dry. On 
the heels of such tidings, Job-like, came the news 
that the well we drink from had spluttered and re- 
fused its stream. I never saw cattle and hogs and 
chickens with such a terrible thirst. They run every 
time a pump creaks. I immediately began wringing 
the hands of my mind and wondering what would 
become of us. To put down a deep well is always a 
doubtful undertaking and would involve delay and 
difficulty just now, of which the expense is only one 
item. The worst of it is that I didn’t stop with let- 
ting my mind stagger through unbelief. I said over 
and over, to all and sundry, “This situation is be- 
coming desperate. I don’t know what will become of 
us.” I pondered morbidly on the obvious fact that 
the water level in the state has been lowered several 
feet in the two years just past, that there is -grass 
growing in the river beds and more sand bars in the 
Mississippi than the memory of man can recall. And 
now on this November night, past the date when we 
usually expect fall rains, the gutters and drains are 
gurgling pleasantly with farm relief. I’ve apologized 
to the family for my words of dismay and unbelief, 
I’ve asked forgiveness of the Giver of all perfect gifts, 
and I’m honestly rejoicing in the obvious fact that 
this relief is again only temporary. I’m given an- 
other chance to trust and to let my testimony be on 
the side of faith. And all the while I’m conscious 
that deep down in my heart I expected God to sup- 
ply our needs. I wonder why we let our tongues run 
idle. It seems sometimes as if we take a morbid 
delight in worrying, in giving way to our nerves and 
wailing like unreasonable children. 

And feeling remorse for my unbridled tongue, and 
thinking of you, and so of all college boys, I’ve drifted 
into thoughts, very troubled thoughts, of other idle 
words that seem to be increasingly current, not only 
with the boys of your generation, but even among the 


girls. The habit of “cussing,” prevalent enough be- 
fore the War, has since come to seem actually 
epidemic. 


I met a boy the other day that I liked so well it 
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brings a warm feeling to my heart every time I think 
of him. You know’ your cousin L— is engaged to a 
young man who works in the same office with her. 
We dined at her parents’ home the other day and 
met him. You will like him. He is just fairly good- 
looking with jolly brown eyes that twinkle and a 
merry, chummy smile. He has an easy, friendly man- 
ner, but presently you become aware of a serious 
undercurrent that suggests concealed armor. You 
know that L— has more than a touch of modern so- ‘ 
phistication. It might distress me more if I didn't 
know that she is really true blue as well as very 
young. She was bantering her young man _ because 
he had kept a perfectly sober face the evening before 
at an entertainment which had struck her as irre- 
sistibly funny. His jaw stiffened just a little and I 
straightway fell in love with him when he said, “Well, 
can’t see anything funny in the sort of a wise- 
crack that I wouldn’t stoop to in the presence of a 
” 

I said, “If you feel that way, how about hearing 
men swear in the presence of women?” 

He was silent a long minute and then with a mean- 
ing look at L— he replied, “Well, if they are going 
to insist on doing men’s work, I guess they’ll have 
to learn to put up with a lot of things.” 

Knowing as I did that he was irked at the fact that 
her present salary is about as big as his and that in 
spite of a fine sense of chivalry he couldn’t possibly 
on his present wage have bought her the new fur 
coat she had just been showing me, I felt my sym- 
pathies go out to him in the spirited discussion on 
the status of woman in business that immediately 
ensued. Afterwards I found myself reverting to the 
subject of “cuss words” and I remembered some one’s 
saying, “Modern girls can’t very well object to that. 
They are just as adept at it as the men.” 

I wonder. I never hear girls swear. But I have 
been told that it is increasingly common among them. 
For a long time I had only heard that women smoke. 
Now I know from observation that that is on the 





























































increase. Somehow, profanity and cigarettes seem to 
be birds of a feather. No wonder they tenant the 
same lips. Perhaps the subject isn’t really vital for 


you and me, for I know you hate both these birds of 
ill omen as much as I do. Thank God I’ve never had 
to inhale either the brimstone fumes of profanity or 
the stench of tobacco around my men folk. Some- 
how I can’t imagine the Holy Spirit tenanting a body 
whose lips can vainly utter the name of God. Yet 
many who do so profess to be Christians. It’s just 
another of the contradictions that are confusing and 
depressing to honest hearts, both young and old, in 
the world today. Let’s be on our guard, you and I, 
against every sort of idle word. “Be sober, be vigi- 
lant.” It’s so easy to be at least trifling and insin- 
cere with our lips even though we shun what seems 
to us the weightier sin. The tongue can no man ever 
be sure he has conquered. “Set a watch, O Lord, . 
before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.” 


Your Moruer. 








The Victorious Life 




















The Smoking Habit Gone 


HE following letter was written to Dr. D. H. 


Kress, several of whose articles have appeared in 
the TIMEs: 


Dear Sir: I have read many splendid articles from 
your pen in different papers about the harmful effects of 
tobacco on the human system, and as one who has been 
a slave to this body and soul destroying habit, but who 
has through the grace of God won a glorious victory, I 
want to tell you that everything you have said abot this * 
subtle poison is true. 
It all was so wonderful, the Lord gave me a complete 
victory, and that without a hard struggle. I did not get 
sick, as so many do, although I had used the weed for 
about twenty years. With it went my desire for strong 
drinks, coffee, meat, condiments, and my perverted ap- 
petite. I can truthfully say, “Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow.” i 
I have a friend in this hospital who knows the harmful 
effects of tobacco, an@ now he wants to quit it; but, well, 
you know how it is,—he just can’t. I told him that if 
he meant business I would write to you and ask you 
to give him all the help that you can. I know that you 
have been successful in helping others, and I am sure 
that you can help him. However, I realize that it is so ‘ 
much harder for you to help him as he is not under your “ 
immediate care, but I am sure that with your many years 
of actual experience with tobacco addicts you are able 
to help him much. ’ 


Will you kindly send me a few instructions to give him, 
and while he is following your directions I shall ask the 
Lord to give him also a complete victory which may mean 
the saving of a soul—A reader in a United States vet- 
erans’ hospital. ‘ 

Dr. Kress was glad to respond to this call for help, 
and other readers who may wish his printed matter 
or counsel in getting deliverance from the tobacco 
habit may write him, enclosing a stamped return 
envelope. for reply, and addressing Dr. Daniel H. 
Kress, Washington Sanitarium, Washington, D. C. 
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LESSON Il. 


MARCH 15. JESUS AMONG FRIENDS AND FOES 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 10 : 38 to I1: 54 


Golden Text.—Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.—John 15: 14 

















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 


the lesson helps is 10: 


KinG JAMES VERSION 

10: 38 Now it came to pass, as they 
went, that he entered into a certain vil- 
lage: and a certain woman named Martha 
received him into her house. 

39 And she had a sister called Mary, 
which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard 
his word. 

40 But Martha was cumbered about 
much serving, and came to him, and said, 
Lord, dost thou not care that my sister 
hath left me to serve alone? bid her there- 
fore that she help me. 

41 And Jesus answered and said unto 
her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and 
troubled about many things: 

42 But one thing is needful: and Mary 
hath chosen that good part, which shall 
not be taken away from her. 

11:42 But woe unto you, Pharisees! 
for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner 
of herbs, and pass over judgment and the 
love of God: these ought ye to have done, 
and not to leave the other undone. 

43 Woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye 
love the uppermost seats in the synagogues, 
and greetings in the markets. 


38-42; I1 : 42-46, 52-54 
AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

10: 38 Now as they went on their way, 
he entered into a certain village: and a 
certain woman named Martha _ received 
him into her house. 39 And she had a 
sister called Mary, who also sat at the 
Lord's feet, and heard his word. 40 But 
Martha was 'cumbered about much serv- 
ing; and she came up to him, and said, 
Lord, dost thou not care that my sister 
did leave me to serve alone? bid her there- 
fore that she help me. 41 But the Lord 
answered and said unto her, * Martha, 
Martha, thou art anxious and troubled 
about many things: 42 ®* but one thing is 
needful: for Mary hath chosen the good 
part, which shall not be taken away from 
her. 

11:42 But woe unto you Pharisees! for 
ye tithe mint and rue and every herb, and 
pass over justice and the love of God: but 
these ought ye to have done, and not to 
leave the other undone. 43 Woe unto you 
Pharisees! for ye love the chief seats in 
the synagogues, and the salutations in the 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


44 Woe unto you, scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! for ye are as graves 
which appear not, and the men that walk 
over them are not aware of them. 


45 Then answered one of the lawyers, 
and said unto him, Master, thus saying 
thou reproachest us also. 


46 And he said, Woe unto you also, ye 
lawyers! for ye lade men with burdens 
grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves 
touch not the burdens with one of your 
fingers. 


52 Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have 
taken away the key of knowledge: ye 
entered not in yourselves, and them that 
were entering in ye hindered. 


53 And as he said these things unto 
them, the scribes and Pharisees began to 
urge him vehemently, and to provoke hinr 
to speak of many things: 


54 Laying wait for him, and seeking 
to catch something out of his mouth, that 


_ they might accuse him. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
market places. 44 Woe unto you! for you 
are as the tombs which appear not, and 
the men that walk over them know it not. 

45 And one of the lawyers answering 
saith unto him, Teacher, in saying this 
thou reproachest us also. 46 And he said, 
Woe unto you lawyers also! for ye load 
men with burdens grievous to be borne, and 
ye yourselves touch not the burdens with 
one of your fingers. 

52 Woe unto you lawyers! for ye took 
away the key of knowledge: ye entered 
not in yourselves, and them that were 
entering in ye hindered. 

53 And when he was come out from 
thence, the scribes and the Pharisees be- 
gan to ‘press upon him vehemently, and 
to provoke him to speak of * many things; 
54 laying wait for him, to catch something 
out of his mouth. 


1Gr., distracted. *A few ancient 
authorities read Martha, Martha, thou 
art troubled; Mary hath chosen, etc. 
® Many ancient authorities read but 
few things are needful, or one. * Or, 
set themselves vehemently against him. 
Or, more. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 
O SHOW how we can please God. 


The Historical Setting 


If it is correct to assign the narrative of Luke 
10 to the journey up to the Feast of Tabernacles, 
then the events of this lesson all took: place during 
the late summer or early autumn of the year before 
our Lord’s crucifixion. And the events of our pres- 
ent lesson in its first part must be dated in the Sep- 
tember of that year. If the Feast had already begun 
when the Lord Jesus arrived at Bethany the whole 
household would have been dwelling in arbors of 
boughs constructed in their garden (Neh. 8: 17). 
Between chapters 10 and 11 we must place the 
events recorded. in John 7 to 10:21. So the second 
portion of the lesson comes between John 10: 21 and 
10: 22. You will notice how the whole tone of Christ’s 
controversy with the Pharisees supports this view. 
The time of this discussion was between the Septem- 
ber and the December of that same year. 


Verse by Verse 


Chapter 10: 38.—As they went. I think that the 
most probable reference of these words is to the 
Lord’s journey up to the celebration of the Feast of 
Tabernacles (John 7). 

A certain village. It appears from John 11:1 that 
the home of the family now about to be mentioned 
was Bethany. The reason for the place being named 
ih John and not in Luke is probably to be found in 
the, fact that John’s Gospel was written much later 
than the others. The people referred to may have 
been dead by the time John wrote or they may have 
removed far away. When Luke wrote it might have 
endangered the family for the place to have been 
named. The modern village which stands on the 
probable site of Bethany is called el-’Aziriyeh or the 
“place of Lazarus.” It is rather less than two miles 
from Jerusalem. It stands on the southeast slope of 
Olivet, north. of the Jericho road. The name Beth- 
any perhaps means “house of dates.” 

Martha. The name is Aramaic. It means “lady,” 
and some have identified this Martha with the “lady” 
to whom the second Epistle of John was addressed. 
And there is nothing inherently improbable in this. 
Martha had a brother Lazarus (John 11:1) as well 
as the sister named Mary. 

Received him. From this it almost seems as if the 
Lord Jesus were alone on this occasion. This agrees 
with the statement in John 7:14 that the Lord Jesus 
arrived in the city about the middle of ‘the Feast. We 
may reasonably assume that when they reached Beth- 
any the disciples went on to Jerusalem while the Lord 
remained for a few days’ rest before the toil of 
preaching to the multitudes which he would find at 
the Feast. 

Verse 39.—Heard his word. Mary understood how 
best to please their divine guest by obedient atten- 
tion to his word. 


% % bd % 


Verse 40.—Cumbered about. The word means lit- 
erally “distracted.” It is the imperfect tense which 
implies the continuance of a process. So we see the 
picture of the poor woman getting more and more 
flustered and worried in her endeavors to produce a 
meal worthy of the occasion. Luke’s phrase exactly 
answers to an English midland provincial expression 
“to be put about” (cf. 1 Cor. 7:35). Note that it 
is not idleness that is commended, or being busy that 
is rebuked by the Lord here. It is attentiveness to 
God’s Word that is commended, and fussiness that is 
rebuked. Nor again is there any commendation of 
selfishness on Mary’s part, or blame of unselfish de- 
votion on Martha’s. It is necessary to be especially 
careful in the presentation of this lesson lest we 
make this passage contradict the consistent teaching 
of the Word of God. (See Golden Topics.) 


Chapter 11: 42—VYe tithe. Tithing means the giv- 
ing to God of a tenth of all one’s income. It is a 
practice agreeable to God’s Word (cf. Mal. 3:10). 
Here there is a reference to the pettifogging scrupu- 
losity that took care to tithe even the increase of 
the smallest garden herbs. There was nothing wrong 
in this in itself, but it was fatally possible to be ex- 
tremely exact about such matters and to forget even 
weightier ones such as judgment and the love of God. 
Judgment probably refers to a man’s doing what is 
right in regard to his fellows. While the love of God 
refers to his attitude toward God. So that it is pos- 
sible for a man to be affectedly exact as to certain 
forms of obligation and yet to be utterly wrong with 
regard to both God and man. 

Verse 43.—Uppermost. Literally, “foremost.” Greet- 
ings in the markets. Literally, “the greetings in 
the markets.” It means the formal acknowledge- 
ment in public of who and what they were. 





The One Thing Needful 
By Amos R. Wells 


NE thing is needful: not a heap of gold; 

not sparkling jewels, riches manifold: not huge 
domains imperially, nor all the gorgeous garniture 
of pride. One thing is needful, all desires above: 
one crowning benison, the Saviour’s love; one joy, 
surpassing power, ease, and art, and he who has it 
has the better part. To know the Saviour’s love 
is all our own, to hear the Saviour’s voice in tender 
tone, te feel the pressure of the Saviour’s hand, and 
all the Saviour’s will to understand, ah! this, while 
world-contenders war and bleed, this is the thing, the 
only thing, they need; this is the world’s uncom- 
prehended goal, the bliss, the peace, the power of 
the soul. Why do we purchase goods at lavish 
price, when for all good an asking will suffice? 
Why do we struggle after petty spoil, when the 
eternal profit needs no toil? Ah, Martha, Martha, 
worr with many things, how little gain your anxious 
trouble brings! Lead us, dear Mary, trustful, 
gentle, sweet, lead us with thee to sit at Jesus’ feet! 











Verse 44.—Graves which appear not. That is, you 
are defiling to others though they are not aware of 
the fact. To come in contact with a grave involved 
ceremonial defilement (Lev. 21:1); so contact with 
the Pharisees’ standards of life involved moral de- 
filement. - 


Verse 45.—Lawyers. A scribe whose special func- 
tion it was to expound the law. The law is, of course, 
the Mosaic Law, And the law in its ceremonial re- 
quirements had important bearings upon the daily 
life and habits of the people. It was such matters as 
these that it was the special business of the scribes 
to explain. 


Verse 46.—Burdens grievous to be borne. The law 
was “ordained to life’ (Rom. 7:10); that is, in 
obedience to its commands men would have found their 
true spiritual life. Such obedience was impossible 
because of man’s moral weakness, but it became even 
more impossible when the divine commandment be- 
came hedged around with all kinds of human inter- 
pretations and precedents. 


Verse 52.—The key of knowledge. That is, of that 
right understanding of the law and the prophets which 
would have enabled the people to recognize the Mes- 
siah of whom both the law and the prophets spoke. 


Verse 53.—To urge him vehemently. Literally, to 
press upon him in a threatening manner. To provoke 
him. Literally, to catechize him. To cross-question 
him. 

A Lesson Outline 


1. The Pharisees. Punctilious observance of out- 
ward details combined with entire rejection of the 
Christ to whom revelation pointed. 


2. Martha. Busy activity occupied with the idea 
of doing something that would reflect credit upon 
herself and be worthy of Christ. 


3. Mary. Attentive obedience (John 15:14). 
Golden Topics 


1. Mary and Martha. It will be most helpful if 
we take: these two women not as being two con- 
trasted characters but as representing two contrast- 
ing moods which may often be found in the same 
individual. We have to seek to combine the quiet 
restfulness that is always attentive to God’s Word 
with the busy activity that is ever engaged in out- 
ward service. To this end we must beware of a 
double danger. On the one hand there is the danger 
that the quiet spirit may degenerate into a kind of 
idle sentimentality. And on the other there is the 
danger that the activity may degenerate into ineffec- 
tive fussiness. We have to seek to be quietly active, 
to be busy without making a great show of it, to get 
on with our job without talking about it. On the 
other hand we have to seek to listen to the voice of 
Christ’s words with a mind alert and eager to jump 
to his slightest bidding. 


2. The Jews and the prophets. Nothing is more 
remarkable in the history of Israel than the uniform 
hostility of the people to the true prophets. False 
prophets were welcome, but the true prophet of God 
was often rejected. The glory of Israel was the gift 
of prophecy (Rom. 3:2), yet it was never appreci- 
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ated until after the Exile. It is usual today to hear 
it said that the Jews had a génius for religion just 
as the Greeks had for art, or the Romans for gov- 
ernment, and that the Jews gave us the Old Testa- 
ment. Therefore this attitude on the part of the 
jews should be carefully noted. The Old Testament 
is not a book given to us through the religious ac- 
tivicies of the Jews. It was a book given to the Jews 
by God. As our Church of England article says of 
the Christian Church, so also it is true of the Jews 
that they are “witnesses to and keepers of holy Writ.” 


TuNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
ae 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 

one. and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 

ing character. They are written by several members of 

The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Mrs. 

Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an_ Associate 

Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 

ing some of the questions to different members of your 

class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 
HAT strong contrast appears in the Lord’s own 
words as recorded in Luke’s eleventh chapter? 

z. What strange phrase concerning God falls from 
Christ’s own lips, in this controversy with his critics in 
Luke 11? 

3. What divine wisdom did the Lord Jesus show in 
the reproof given to that woman who proclaimed his 
mother “blessed”? (Luke 11: 27.) 

4. What endorsement of the historicity of a much 
debated Old Testament book is found in this chapter? 

5. What two invitations given to Christ, recorded in 
Luke’s tenth and eleventh chapters are in marked con- 
trast to each other ? 

6. Give instances to show the nature of the burdens 
with which the Pharisees loaded the people. 

7. Show the essential failure of Pharisaism. 

8. What was the test that Christ laid down to mark 
his friends? 

9. What was the supreme test of friendship, both given 
and demonstrated by Christ? 

10. Who was the outstanding example of friendship to 
God in the Old Testament as attesied in the New Testa- 
ment! 


11. What is the New Testament definition of enmity 
to God? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Two M’s.—Martha, Martha, thou art anxious 
and troubled about many things: but one thing is 
needful: for Mary hath chosen the good _ part 
(10:41, R. V.). It is the same old world down the 
centuries. That Bethany home, by and large, was 
pretty much the same as all of our homes. That 
is to say, the inmates are usually, individually, quite 
different. Mostly just opposites. One of my friends 
who has several children said to me, “One of the 
most delightful and interesting things in the life 
of a large family is to see the differences inthe chil- 
dren. There is a great zest in living just to study 
and practice the best ways to guide and handle the 
various dispositions.” Wouldn’t it be something ter- 
rible and unbearable if we were all alike and cast 
in the same mould? Yes, I know the Book says, 
“He fashioneth their hearts alike” (Psa. 33:15), 
and I believe that Bridget O’Grady and the Colonel’s 
lady are sisters under the skin. When a great ca- 
tastrophe comes down on the world like a famine 
in Asia, or an earthquake in Japan, or a flood in 
America, every heart in jail and out of jail goes 
bleeding just the same, and the gifts to help come 
from all. But we don’t all have red hair, and we 
don’t all have the same dispositions. Consequently, 
we have our Marthas and our Marys. Found in all 
well-regulated families (Rom. 12:6). I have been 
fighting the flu for several days. When I started 
for this train today to go to town, “Martha” was 
“troubled about many things.” “Have you got your 
overshoes?” “Take your heavy coat.” “Don’t ne- 
glect your muffler.” “You'll find your medicine on 
the mantel. I sent to Dr. Pratt for it. Two every 
hour, and don’t forget.” Bless the dear “anxious” 
Marthas. Then’ “Mary.” “Dr. Holden is having 
meetings at Broad and -Arch church, ’spect you'd 

_ enjoy ’em.” “If you see any of those nice little 
roses, bring a bunch.” “I want to give Sally Wil- 
son a nice Bible. If you are near the Bible House, 

see what you can get.” “Martha” and “Mary,” and 
there you are! There Jesus also! How he loved 
that home and its two M’s. Girlie, the Master 
loves you because you are different. Never grieve 
because you “can’t be like Sister.” 


Christian Lawyers.—Woe unio you also, ye law- 
Hoes 


yers! for ye lade men with burdens ... and 
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touch not the burdens with one of your fingers 
(11:46). Just as there are different kinds of sis- 
ters so there are different kinds of lawyers. I heard 
a prominent man say (and he had a lawyer son-in- 
law, a distinguished member of Congress), “All law- 
yers are more or less unscrupulous by the very na- 
ture of their business.” And, sad to say, this is a 
view widely entertained. I am proud to number 
among my best friends many lawyers, some of them 
very great lawyers, who are the finest Christian men 
I know. There are hundreds of lawyers teaching 
Bible~classes, and some are goad enough to tell me 
they find this Corner helpful: Do you remember 
how in the Hoover campaign the “Wets” roasted 
the Assistant Attorney General, Mrs. Mabel Walker 
Willebrandt?” (I sent her Deuteronomy 31:6 as a 
telegram at the time, and she said it was good medi- 
cine!) When Mrs. Willebrandt pulled me out of a 
hole at'a time she was turning down invitations ga- 
lore to speak, she said, “Mr. Ridgway, I am a gradu- 
ate of Park College and I know you.” (Through 
this Corner, of course.) Then there is former Sec- 
retary of the Navy Wilbur, who entertained the 
Iron Rose Bible Class at Washington, saying, 
“Ridgway, I too am an old Bible Class teacher.” 
President Roosevelt once said he taught a class of 
“rough-necks” in a little mission Sunday-school and 
advised his daughter, Ethel, to do the same. I am 
just starting you, that’s all. A whole army of 
Christian men who are lawyers will occur to you. 
The lawyers of Christ’s day were another sort, “a 
different breed of cats,” as Uncle Billy might say, 
with apologies to the cats. As I write this note one 
of the real lawyers is writing a series of articles for 
the Times. A while ago Ex-Senator George Whar- 
ton Pepper, one of the foremost Philadelphia law- 
yers, had a series of religious articles in the Times. 
Why, bless your hearts, Mr. Editor and the congre- 
gation, this America of ours, with the old Mother- 
land across the sea, fairly blossoms like the orange 
tree (fruit and flowers at the same time) with Chris- 
tian lawyers. 


Word Catchers.—Laying wait for him,... to 
vecatch something out of his mouth (v. 54). When 
old Midway and Rock Run were in a state of war, 
which frequently occurred over a matter of swiping 
outlines or tying clothes and singing “Chaw beef!” 
our Midway. gang would go down to the Brandy- 
wine Bridge and “lay for them Rock Run rough- 
necks.” If we had done any thinking at all, for hood- 
lums don’t think, we would have thought our lan- 
guage was slang. But lo and behold! our language 
seems to have been Scriptural. Will the good woman 
in Binghamton please notice. Did you ever have to 
make a speech and know there were those present 
who were “laying wait” for you, to catch something 
out of your mouth. You went into low gear at the 
start and up hill all the way. This was our Master’s 
drag all his ministry and had to do with his con- 
demnation and death (Matt. 27:40). Word-catching 
is the simplest and easiest of all the sports—as easy 
as trapping hungry little sparrows in winter under 
a sieve by a string out the window—and just about 
as sporty. Here is one you baseball fans will under- 


stand. He: “They caught him at home.” She: “I 
thought you said he was out?” He: “I did.” She: 
“Well, how can he be at home if he is out.” Then 


he plugged his mouth with an ice cream cone to keep 
from crying out loud. Yes, word-catching is just 
as fool-easy as that. Almost every public man now 
and then has to go to the newspapers to correct the 
reporter’s account of something he said or didn’t say. 
The other day one of my best friends said, “Bill, you 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


3. January 18.—The Ministry of John the Baptist ..Luke 3 
4. January 25.—Jesus Tempted ......... Luke 3:21 to 4: 30 
s. February 1.—Jesus the Great Physician. 

Luke 4: 31 to 5:39 
6. February 8—Jesus the World’s Teacher ...... Luke 6 
7. February 15.—Jesus the Friend of Sinners ........ Luke 7 
8. February 22.—Jesus Bearing the Good Tidings ..Luke 8 
9. 


. March 1.—Jesus Sending Forth Missionaries 

Luke 9:1 to 10:24 
10. March 8.—The Good Samaritan ........... Luke 10 : 25-37 
11. March 15.—Jesus Among Friends and Foes 

Luke 16 : 38 to 11:54 
12 March 22.—The Use and Abuse of ‘God’s Gifts. 

(Temperance Lesson.) 

13. March 29.—Review: Jesus the World’s Saviour: 
Preparation and Popularity. 


Second Quarter 
n April 5.—Jesus Teaches Humility 
Luke 13 
Or, 


Easter Lesson: The Resurrection 
April 12.—The Prodigal Son 


22 to 142353 183: 29°37 


ase 1 Cor. 15 : 1-8, 50-58 
2. Luke 
3. April 19.—The Rich Man and Lazarus. Luke 16:1 to 17: 
& April BM—How 80 Pray. Fak ccccs scccaecdis vctsees Luke 18 
5. May 3.—Jesus in the Home of Zaccheus ..Luke 19 : 1-10 
6. May 10—The Parable of the Pounds ....Luke 19 : 11-26 
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blame fool, what did ya do that for!” and he was 
not calling me names at all for the inflection of his 
voice and the laugh on his face were simply saying, 
“I wouldn't do it that way.” MHere’s the moral: 
Don’t believe a word of it when the Jerusalem word- 
catcher comes to you with “what So-and-So said.” 
If it is important enough, go see So-and-So yourself, 
and it’s dollars to doughnuts he was not referring 
to anything about the “temple.” 
CoATESVILLE, Pa, 


we 


Teaching by Objects 


By Ethel S. Low 








MatTERIAL: A broken flashlight. 





AM going out on an errand on a very dark road 

and I really need a friend to show me the way. 
But there is nobody to go, so I am going to take 
my flashlight. It’s a good friend, and will show me 
all the rough places in the path, and all the turns in the 
road. I will be all right with my light. 

So I take it and set out. When [ get away 
from the street lights, I press the button for my light, 
but there is no response. I try again and again, 
but it is useless. There is no light. I am obliged 
to go back with the errand undone because the flash- 
light failed me. It did not prove a friend this time. 
Why not? Because it did not respond to my com- 
mand for light. It was a disobedient light. 

I wonder if we are not like the flashlight a great 
many times. God puts his hand on us for some spe- 
cial service, and commands us, but we fail to re- 
spond, and he is compelled to use some one else for 
this service, because he will not force our obedience. 

Christ said, “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatso- 
ever I command you.” How many of us can hon- 
estly call ourselves friends of Christ? 

Mopesto, CAL. 


we 
The Illustration Round-Table 


CL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully_a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which m‘ght otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 


of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
omer? desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


Hearing More.—Mary ... sat at Jesus’ feet (10: 
39). It is related that one of his hearers once asked, 
“How is it that Mr. Bramwell always has something 
that is new to tell us when he preaches?” ‘“Why,” 
said the person interrogated, “you see Brother Bram- 
well lives so near the gates of Heaven that he hears 
a great many things that we don’t get near enough 
to hear anything about.”—From “Feathers for Ar- 
rows,” by C. H. Spurgeon. Sent by B. B. Ajemian, 
-Shemlan, Aley, Lebanon, Syria. 


Held, or Holding On?—WMary ... sat ai Jesus’ 
F0Gb 5 I Martha was cumbered (vs. 39, 40). I was 
going through Chicago once, when a prominent man 
called upon me, sat down at the table by my side, and 
said, “Mr. Moody, I want you to help me”; and the 
tears rolled down his cheeks. I said, “What! is it 
possible that you have lost your hope?” “No,” he 
said. “Are you not still superintendent of that large 
Sabbath-school?” “Yes.” “Is there any known sin 
that has come into your life and separated you from 
God?” “No.” “Then,” I said, “what do you want?” 
“Well,” he said, “the fact is, my wife has something 
that I haven’t got. She has something that keeps 
her in perfect peace, and I have to hold on all the 
time to keep my religion.” That was the difference 
between those two sisters. Both loved Christ, but 
Martha was one of these fretful, anxious, worried 
women.—From “Moody’s Latest Sermons.” Sent by 
B. B. Ajemian, Shemlan, Aley, Lebanon, Syria. 


More Important than Our Gifts.-—But Martha 
was cumbered about much serving (v. 40). My friend 
has a dear little two-year-old who is very shy. My 
arms ached to get hold of him, but at every approach 
he drew away. One day he edged up within a few 
feet of me and timidly held out his doll. I said: 
“That’s sweet, but I want you.” The mother said, 
“I wonder if God isn’t like that: He appreciates our 


gifts, but he longs for the love which gives itself 
with the gifts."—From Record of Christian Work. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 
When Service Defeats Us.— But Martha was cum- 
An _ energetic 


bered about much serving (v. 40). 
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The Golden Text in Song 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





john 15: 14 
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do what-so-ev-er I com eas you; Ye 
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are my friends, 


















Copyright, 1931, by Robert Harkness. International copyright secured 


This musical setting of the Golden Text will be welcome to superintendents, as it will 
make easy the memorizing of the Text by the whole school. Mr. Harkness, well known 
as composer and pianist, conducts a Home Study Correspondence Course in Sacred 
Accompaniment, of 80 lessons, and covering 12 musical subjects, which can be of great 
value to many. His address is 1632 Huntington Drive, South Pasadena, California. 





Ye are myfriendsif ye do what-so-ev-er I com-mand you. 


we 








a 





woman whose housewifely feats were al- 
ways pushed to the limit of endurance 
and strength was observed to have 
changed her routine. “No, I’ve let up 
a little on doin’ my work that way,” she 
admitted. “I’ve found that I can’t wash, 
iron, and be a Christian all in one day.” 
It was a fortunate discovery and a wise 
amendment. There are many people do- 
ing their work — good and useful work 
—at such a rushing rate that there is 
neither time nor strength left for being 
a Christian. The Master cannot use that 
kind of service—From Forward. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Missing a Lifetime Opportunity.— 
But Martha was cumbered about much 
serving (v. 40). The Rev. J. E. Walker 
of China says: Once in my touring I 
came, about the middle of the forenoon, 
to a family of believers quite isolated, and 
I was glad to be able to spend a couple 
of hours with them and continue my 
journey after dinner. It was a rare op- 
portunity for them, and I was eager to 
improve it; but I was left to sit alone 
in idleness while they prepared an elabo- 
rate dinner. They meant well, but they 
‘did not take the best way, and it was 
trying to me. However, I got new light 
on Mary and Martha. It was the oppor- 
tunity of a lifetime to have Christ in their 
home and to themselves for a few precious 
hours. — From The Congregationalist. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. Prise illustration. ~ 


When We Surrender All Our Bur- 
dens.—And Jesus answered and_ said 
unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art care- 
ful and troubled about many things (v. 
41). In the summer of 1879 I descended 
the Rigi with one of the most faithful 
of Swiss guides. Beyond the services of 
the day, he gave me, unconsciously, a les- 
son for life. His first care was to put 
my wraps and other burdens upon his 
shoulders. In doing so, he called for all, 
but I chose to keep back a few for spe- 
cial care. I soon found them no little 
hindrance to the freedom of my move- 
ment; but still I would not give them up 
until my guide, returning to where I 
was resting for a moment, kindly but 
firmly demanded that I should give him 
everything but my alp‘nestock. Putting 
them with the utmost care upon his shoul- 
ders, with a look of intense satisfaction, 








he led the way. And now, with my 
freedom, I found that I could make double 
the speed with double the safety, and as 
I leaped lightly from rock to rock down 
the steep mountain side I said within my- 
self: “And thus will I ever follow the 
Lord Jesus my Guide, my Burden-Bearer ; 
I will rest all my care upon him, for 
he careth for -me.”—From Christian 
Workers Magasine. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Spencer, S. D. 


A Japanese Christian in Spite of 
America.—Ye have taken away the key 
of knowledge (11:52). A book recently 
published in Japan bears the startling 
title: “Why I am still a Christian 
though I have studied in the West.” Is 
such a state of affairs not enough to 
make men and angels weep? And yet 
some prominent religious and even mis- 
sionary leaders see nothing wrong with 
these institutions. They defend their 
growing rationalism and materialism on 
the plea that they are breaking the 
shackles of an outworn traditional re- 
ligion and leading ‘he way to a more 
healthy scientific faith, The crowning 


with those who are his foes when we 
refuse his loving offer of salvation 
through his name, and when we refuse 
to obey his commands. Let us repeat 
together the Golderr Text for this lesson, 
“Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever 
I command you.” Are we meeting fairly 
that test of our friendship for him? It 
is not enough that we should call him 
“Lord.” We need to show that we mean 
what we say by doing what he wants us 
to do. What a marvelous thing it is 
that the Lord Jesus can be a friend to 
such folks as we are! How little we can 
do in return for that friendship! Do you 
want to belong among those who are 
against him? If not, you ought to lose 
no time in crossing over the line to 
stand with his friends. You can do that 
right now as we bow our heads in 
prayer. Will you? Let us pray. 





FRIEND OR FOE 


OF JESUS CHRIST 
ON WHICH SIDE ARE YOU? 
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Lesson Hymns 
“Jesus is All the World to Me.” 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” 
“No, Not One!” 
“The Best Friend of All.” 
“He is So Precious to Me.” — 
“He Is Not a Disappointment.” 


w 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Luke 10:38 through 11: 40, 

using 10:38 through 11:13 for the 
lesson. From the lessons we have been 
having for the last few weeks the class 
will remember the Lord Jesus as being 
often surrounded by a multitude of peo- 
ple, whom he always received kindly and 
taught patiently about his Father in 
Heaven. He healed the sick and freed 
those who were possessed with demons. 
Sometimes he raised the dead, and twice 
he fed the hungry multitude. These 
crowds were drawn to the Saviour no 
doubt by the blessings which he gave so 
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were some people who listened to him just 

because they wanted to hear him say 

something against the Law, so that they 

could accuse him of wrong teaching. 

But this week we are to study about 

a visit he made to a quiet little home 

where he was believed in and _ loved. 

Three people lived in this home. Martha, 

who seems to have been the head of the 

home, Mary her sister, and Lazarus their 

brother. They lived in Bethany, a lit- 

tle village not far from Jerusalem. Martha 

was glad for the Saviour to visit her, 

and she wanted to give him the very finest 

dinner she could prepare, so she got very 

busy. Mary was glad to see the Lord, 

too, but she showed her love for-him in 

another way. She knew that he was al- 

ways going about seeking the lost, and 

seldom visited his friends, and she so 

much wanted him to teach her about his 

Father’s kingdom, that she sat right down, 

and listened to him talk. As soon as he 

began to tell her that he had come into 

the world to die for the sin of all peo-. 
ple, she felt that they did not have time 

to prepare him a feast, and she under- 

stood the Master well enough to know 

that he would rather show her the way 

of life, and eat the plain dinner that had 

been prepared for the home folks than 

to have a great feast. Martha was still 

busy with her plans, and thought Mary 

was not treating her right, so she hur- 

ried into the living room, and told the 
Master that her sister had left her with 
all the work to do, and asked him to 
send Mary to help her. Try to explain 
the incident so that the class will get its 
right meaning. The Lord loved Martha 
and wanted her to see that she was fretted 
and worried about many things that were 
not necessary.. It pleased him to find 
Mary so ready to believe him, and to lis- 
ten to his teaching.. He would not have 
taken her part if she had been lazy or 
selfish. He wanted Martha to under- 
stand that it is more important to learn 
the way of life than to have a great many 
things to eat. It would have pleased him 
so much to have both the sisters sit and 
listen while he told about the love of the 
Father in Heaven. . 

The second passage which we study this 
week is a lesson on prayer. Once the 
disciples heard the Lord Jesus talking to 
his Father, and when he finished one of 
them asked him to teach them to pray, 
too. He gave them what we call the 
Lord’s Prayer. Tell the children that 





freely and lovingly to all: Yet there 


they should always be very thoughtful 


BIRDS or BATS ? 












horror is that such teaching has now 
penetrated numbers of institutions on the 
foreign fields which are a boasted part 
of the Christian missionary enterprise. 
Truly, in the language of the Psalmist, 
“It is time for thee, Lord, to work” !— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by How- 
ard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou hast given thine 
only begotten Son to be the friend of sin- 
ners. How may we thank thee for the sal- 
vation that has been granted to those who 
would accept him as Saviour! We pray that 
in the midst of a world in which so many 
are his foes, we may faithfully, and in all 
things, be his friends. May we be ready at 
all times to stand firmly as his friends, and 
may we not be diverted by fear of man, or 
any other unworthiness, from the duty of 
faithfulness to him. We ask this in his 
dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—I suppose there is 
not one of us in this room who would 
like to be called a foe, an enemy of the 
Lord Jesus. However, we take our stand 
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Lesson for March 15 


and reverent whenever they “repeat” this 
prayer, whether in Sunday-school or day 
school. 

The Lord told his friends to say, “Our 
Father.” All can call God Father who 
have received his Son as Saviour. When 
we-have learned to know “Our Father” 
in Heaven we shall soon learn to pray, 
“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done.” 
For his kingdom will bring peace and joy 
to the world, and since God loves us, his 
will is the sweetest, gladdest thing we 
can know. Of course, the Father cares 
for all the daily needs of his children. 
Tell the class that there is nothing too 
small to talk to God about. We all need 
our sins forgiven, and we can ask forgive- 
ness of our Father; but all of God’s chil- 
dren must forgive others if they would 
have him forgive them. Then, too, we 
may ask God to keep us from tempta- 
tion, and to save us from all evil, for he 
is the Great King, and has power to help 
us against all the power of the wicked 
one. 

Tell the parable of the friend at mid- 


night who did not want to get up and_ 


give the loaves to the man in need, but 
because the needy man kept on knocking 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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he finally gave all that was needed. Show 
that God is our true Friend, and wants 
us to keep asking, if the answer does not 
come at once. Then tell the parable of 
the son who asks of his father good, 
wholesome food, and receives it, showing 
how the Father loves to give ‘the Holy 
Spirit to all who ask him. 

Répeat the Memory Verse—“Jesus 
loved Martha, and her sister, and Laza- 
rus” (John 11:5). 

Cuinton, S. C. 


w 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Sitting at Jesus’. feet to hear his 
word; or, 


2. Catching something out of his 
mouth, that —— ? 








HERE are two very significant state- 

ments ‘near the close of the tenth 
and eleventh chapters of Luke’s Gospel. 
Read 10: 39 and then immediately 11: 54. 
Note the sharp contrast, then make it 
as apparent as possible (on your board 
or poster) in some such way as that indi- 
cated at the head of this lesson. 


1. The Lord Jesus surely was homeless 
after he entered into his public ministry, 
having “not where to lay his head.” But 
surely he was entirely ‘at home” in the 
Bethany household where the two sisters 
and brother made him so welcome. Evi- 
dently he sought rest there for both body 
and spirit when his relentless enemies 
wore him out with their unceasing criti- 
cisms. Others invited him to dine, or to 
great feasts, but here he came without 
stated invitations, repeatedly, and with 
that informality so refreshing to a home- 
less person. 

But even in that Bethany home there 
was an evident difference in the way its 
inmates welcomed him,—a difference he 
felt very keenly and about which he spoke 
with very positive gentleness. One sis- 
ter received him for what he was and 
what he could do for her, spiritually; 
the other for what physical comfort she 
could give to him, and that with such 
cumbering care to herself that it must 
have been plain to her guest also. Mary 
“sat at Jesus’ feet,” when he came to her 
home, that she might “hear his word.” 
He was pleased with her attitude, and 
said that she had “chosen that good part.” 
This was the response to his teaching 
that he longed for. How it must have 
refreshed him that this utterly sincere 
listener should drop all else and think 
only of the best that he had to give and 
that she could receive! (Luke 10: 38-42.) 


2. It was only a few weeks or months 
after that visit to Bethany (which must 
have been like very many others there) 
that Luke tells of the way his ever-watch- 
ful critics listened to him. They ad- 
mitted that “never man spake like this 
man,” and their own inability to turn 
away from him and ignore him bore 
even more eloquent testimony to this 
truth. Always present, either in person 
or in the persons of their paid spies, they 
listened to his every word as attentively 
as Mary of Bethany could have done — 
but why? Luke says they actually lay 
in “wait for him, . seeking to catch 
something out of his mouth, that they 
might accuse him”! Listening to him — 
oh, yes, how they listened! None more 
attentively — for what they hoped to 
catch —“some flaw, some lapse, some 
least defect or shadow of defect” (to 
paraphrase Lanier a bit) —that they might 
twist it into some alleged cause for his 
undoing in the eyes of those “innumer- 
able multitudes” that hung on his words. 

And what did the Master do between 
these two kinds of listeners,— his home 
friends and his public enemies? There is 
a plain answer in another word from Luke 
(11:1) that between Mary’s worship- 
ful acceptance of his every word and the 
Pharisees’ spying on his every utterance 
“he was praying’! Praying so con- 
stantly that his disciples begged to be 
taught how to pray as he did! 

Teacher, ask him to teach you and your 





girls how to be Mary-listeners, not 





Pharisee-accusers, as you “hear his word” 
through these very lessons! 


Home Study 


Now re-read, with Mary-attention, all 
Luke tells of our Lord on that last jour- 
ney to Jerusalem (9: 51 through I1: 54). 
Sum up your reading in what you have 
“heard,” in this record, of the dominant 
characteristics of this Son of man in 
the midst of his friends and his enemies, 
for your synopsis of “Jesus, the World’s 
Saviour.” 

Decatur, Ga. 
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Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 
HE answers to the following ques- 


tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 


' son. The answers are .ot numbered and 


listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHristrAN YoutTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurRISTIAN YOUTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNpDAy 
ScHooLt TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What was it that the Lord rebuked 
in Martha? 


2. Have we any right to think that he 
belittled her service? Why? 


3. What “good part” should we place 
before all our service for Christ? 


4. What inconsistencies did the Lord 
point out in the lives of the Pharisees? 


5. What contrary acts to these would 
true love for God have produced? 


6. What great condemnation did Christ 
utter against the lawyers? 


7. How did the reception of his words 
show the true heart attitude of these 
Pharisees and lawyers? 


w 
Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Friends and foes. 
Discussion: Let the fellows name the 
spiritual foes they have to face today. 
Objective: Fighting the sont fight of 
faith (Eph. 6: 10-18). 











AY, fellows, everything that lives 

has both friends and foes. The 
tiniest insect consciously fights enemies 
and recognizes its friends. Even plant 
life suffers attacks of hostile forces and 
enjoys the favoring ministries of things 
that make it grow and flourish. 

But while plant life and insect life and 
dumb brute life have both friends and 
foes with an increasing scale, according 
to their grades, the friends and foes of 
human life are infinitely more numerous 
and of greater variety, because there are 
the moral and spiritual realms occupied 
by man, which are unknown to all other 
forms of life. Today we are thinking of 
the “friends and foes of Jesus,”— more 
particularly his foes. The highest type of 
all life is the life of God. That life was 
incarnate in Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
Even he was the object of vicious assault 
by his foes— foes in the flesh, foes in 
the spirit. He was tempted in all points 
like as we are, yet without sin (Heb. 
4: 15). 

Our foes are the same as those whom 
Jesus met, except perhaps in different 
guise, and Jesus our great Captain has 
shown us how to cope with them. He 
put them to rout, and 1f we follow in his 





steps (1 Pet. 2:21) we will put them to 
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rout, too, and share with him the honors 
| of victory. 

When William the Conqueror invaded 
England, he fought the decisive battle at 
Senlac, near Hastings, and by a complete 
victory won the crown of England, But 
he nearly lost that battle in it first stages, 
as his army retreated panic-stricken 
from the desperate assaults of Harold’s 
men. In fearless leadership he rode into 
the thickest of the fight, and tearing his 
helmet from his head, shouted to his men 
to turn and take the offensive. “Follow 
me!” he called, and grasping the spear 
of one of his fallen warriors, he plunged 
forward, striking right and left with 
deadly effectiveness. Heedless of javelins 
and battle-axes, he moved steadily on. 
His men turned their faces again to the 
foe, inspired with new power by the ex- 
ample of their intrepid leader. The 
English lines stopped, wavered, and 
began falling back. Norman = spears 
found new effectiveness when the king 
picked one up and began to use it. Three 
horses were cut down under William 
the Conqueror that day, and his armor 
was dented with many blows, but that 
night his army could place the crown of 
England upon his head, because they fol- 
lowed him and used the spear as he did. 

War is a spurious thing when it seeks 
to gain peace by killing men, but war has 
taught us that brave men can face their 
foes and overcome them. Whenever that 
valor and zeal and faith in a cause which 
men have shown themselves capable of 
as they risked their lives in war, is thrown 
into the battle against man’s greatest 
enemy, sin, under the leadership of Jesus 
Christ the Conqueror of sin and death, 
then a glorious army of God’s warriors 
will have the joy of placing the crown 
upon their Saviour’s head. 

In the meantime, fellows, you have 
the privilege of making this matter indi- 
vidual and personal. The most momen- 
tous battle you will ever fight is against 
your personal foe, which is your per- 
sonal sin. That foe has often defeated 
you, but the battle is not done; there is 
yet a chance for great victory. Your 
Captain is calling you to the fray. And, 
see! he picks up weapons just like yours, 
to fight with. They are prayer and God’s 
Word. He prayed. Sometimes he prayed 
all night (Luke 6:12). If Jesus needed 
to pray, how much more you and I! 
He used God’s Word, used it with great 
faithfulness (Matt. 4: 1-11; Luke 10: 26; 

I: 30-32; 24: 25-27, and many others). 
“The word of God is quick, and power- 
ful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart” 
(Heb. 4: 12). 

The fellow who in faith and with these 
weapons follows this leader against his 
foes is invincible. 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of March 8 


1 To an enemy of Christ, — one who 
would ‘make trial” of him, or “test” him 
for a fault, —and to Luke who must have 


recognized its unique power when it was 
reported to him by some earwitness who 
heard it fall from Christ’s lips, —all under 
the Holy Spirit’s inspiration, of course. 
Luke alone records it (see Luke 1: 1-4). 


2. The “lawyers” of the Gospels were all 
Jews — experts in the Jewish laws. Note 
also his disdainful allusion to the Samaritan 
as “he that showed mercy,” refusing even 
to speak the despised word, Samaritan, ap- 
parently ! 


3. The word “soul” is used in the Bible 
in three distinct senses: (1) it means the 
emotions as Luke 10: 27; (2) it is equiva- 
lent to spirit (Luke 1:46); (3) it is used 
of the unifying — of consciousness (1 
Thess. 5: 23; Gen. 1: 20). 


4. Certainly lg were nine such stafes 
or steps in that piece of neighborliness: (1) 
he saw him, took notice of him with suffi- 
cient attention to stop; (2) he was touched 
with pity; (3) that brought him to the 
man’s side for closer study; (4) he, gave 
first aid, (5) using the best. he had at com- 
mand; (6) he gave up his own comfort 
for the stranger, by placing him on his 
own beast; (7) he took him to a place 
where he could ve rightly cared for; (8) 
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BUT THIS IS NOT ALL that Christian Youth 
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and there gave him personal care, and (9) 
ory for what he could not further do him- 
self. 

5. Only in Luke 2: 7 — these two places 
alone, both in Luke’s Gospel. 

6. Not at all, the one in Luke 2: 7 being 
kataluma, meaning literally, “the breaking 
up of a journey,” hence by inference a lodg- 
ing place, or guest chamber; this one in 
Luke 10: 34 is pandocheion, from two words 
meaning literally “to receive all,’ hence a 
public lodging place. 


7. “By the works of the law shall no 
flesh be justified” (Rom. 3:20). A man 
could only be justified by the law if he 
perfectly kept the law. The least infrac- 
tion of the law brands a man as a law- 
breaker. And since we have all broken 
the law the law necessarily condemns us all. 
It can in the nature of the case do no 
other (Rom. 7:.10). 

8. Twelve thousand five hundred miles. 
(If necessary to make clearer this answer, 
it might be added that the earth is twenty- 
five thousand miles in circumference — so a 
twelve thousand five hundred mile radius 
covers the earth.) 

9. Any obvious need of his that we may 
be able to supply. 

10. When one does more than might have 
been expected: the “second mile,’ — some- 
times the “second smile.” 

11. The Lord Jesus, who “though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that 
ye through his poverty might be rich” (2 
Cor. 8:9). 

b 


A Western Gospel Broadcast 


- THE Times of February 14 an- 
nouncement was made of the Gospel 
radio broadcast each Sunday from the 
Calvary Church of Placentia, Orange 
County, Southern California. The mes- 
sages are given by the pastor, Charles 
E. Fuller, who is also Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles. The hours of the broad- 
cast are 11 to I2 noon, and 8 to 9 P. M. 
(Pacific Time), Sundays, Station KGER, 
1,360 kilocycles, Long Beach, California. 
The church now has a vesper hour, 5 to 
6 P. M. Sunday, over the United Broad- 
casting Company System, which has ten 
stations stretching from San Diego to 
Bellingham, Wash. 

Word has just been received that Mr. 
Fuller’s sound Gospel messages will also 
be broadcast from 4.30 to 5 P. M. each 
Sunday, beginning March 1, over\the Pa- 
cific Coast stations of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System: KHJ, Los An- 
geles; KMJ, Fresno; KFRC, San Fran- 
cisco; KOIN, Portland; KVI, Tacoma; 
KOL, Seattle; KTPY, Spokane. 

Dr. William P. White, President of 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles, 536 
South Hope Street, Los Angeles, Cal., 
will act as treasurer for all funds sent 
in for this broadcast. 





With the New Books 











The Spotted Pony. By Elmer Russell 
Gregor. (D. Appleton and Co., New York 
City, $2.) An Indian story without a 
white man in it harks back to the early 
days, when Sioux and Blackfeet ranged 
unhindered over our Western plains. 
The B ackfeet have stolen a swift and 
strong and peculiarly marked spotted 
pony belonging to the Sioux chief, and 
a party of young warriors attempt to 
find their camp and recover the animal. 
There are many adventures and _ hair- 
breadth escapes, and a short, sharp battle 
between the tribes, but the search con- 
tinues to a successful finish. The atmo- 
sphere is of wide, windswept plains dot- 
ted with herds of buffalo ari antelope, 
and of the re.1 Indian camp life and the 
hunt. The names are Indian and the 
language picturesque. 


The Secret Cave. By Florence Mc- 
Clurg Everson and Howard Everson. (E. 
P. Dutton and Co., New York City, $2.) 
A little boy with a new flashlight de- 
cided to put it to use investigating the 
black cavern behind the rocks down by 
a brook. He would go on a treasure 
hunt and find gold to help Grandmother. 
With a little neighbor boy he crawls into 
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trance to a large wonderful cavern full 
of glittering stalactites and stalagmites. 
But disaster overtakes them when Sammy 
falls and breaks the flashlight, leaving 
them helpless in inky darkness for hours 
until their faithful dog leads a party of 
rescuers to them. But the boyish es- 
capade resulted in finding one of the in- 
teresting caverns of the Southland, now 
the object of many visitors. It also dis- 
closed treasures of agates and red jasper. 


Mother, What Shall I Do Now? By 
Constance Cameron and Maud Criswell. 
(Dorrance and Co., Philadelphia, $1.50.) 
Busy little hands and eager, restless lit- 
tle minds need only to be directed into 
activities worth while to turn the play 
instinct to good account and training for 
the future. But often mother needs some 
suggestions of the countless things that 
might be done. Here are simple direc- 
tions for making toys, dolls, play houses, 
furniture, gardens, games, and an almost 
unbelievable array of articles that will 
challenge the child’s constructive ability 
and keep it happily occupied, yet using 
in most cases the simple materials found 
in almost any home. Valuable lessons 
of patience, industry, kindness to animals, 
and true resourcefulness, make this a 
really commendable handbook to all who 
have to do with children. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am always interested 
in your column in The Sunday School 
Times, so I wish to come to you with an im- 
portant question. Is it right, according to 
God’s Word, to marry a man I do not love? 
I admire him, but can’t seem to learn to 
love him. I love another whom I will never 
have the opportunity of marrying. I love a 
home life,— but I ask your advice. Would it be 
better never to marry thanto marry a man I 
do not love? This young man is different from 
most of the younger set. He does not be- 
long to the fast set and is very good in his 
work. Please answer this very soon in The 
Sunday School Times, for it may help an- 
other in the same position. 


Y DEAR GIRL: Are you trying to 

decide the most important event in 
your life without God—he who is so 
willing to give you wisdom liberally (Jas. 
1:5), and who wants your happiness? 
How little the human mind knows about 
the future, and how contracted your 
thinking when you speak of this young 
man being “good in his work”! Is he a 
Christian? And are you a Christian 
seeking to do the will of your Father 
in Heaven? If so, can you, after talking 
with God in prayer, consider marrying a 
man you do not love? Do you not know 
that love is the basis of the home life, 
and to consider marrying a man without 
this boon, which God has ordained for 
motherhood, wifehood, and the family 
life, would mean to wreck all your future 
happiness ? 

Then again I want you to think of the 
deep injustice you are doing the man, to 
marry him when you do not love him, 
and acknowledging that you love another. 
Happiness never could come from such 
a union, but only misery, when once you 
realized the enormity of the mistake you 
had ‘made. 

My dear girl, God has so planned the 
family life that it is meant for happiness, 
and if you will give yourself into his 
hands and pass the guidance of your life 
over to him, following him as is your 
privilege, you will not consider this step 
in any other light than as a temptation 
from the evil one, who delights in wreck- 
ing the happiness of God’s children. 

I wish you would send to “The Word 
of Life Light House,” 400 East Belgrade 
Avenue, Hunting Park, Cal., for a leaf- 





the cave and through it finds the en- 


let called “Rewarded at Last.” You will 

















Lesson for March 15 





enjoy it, and see how one girl set aside 
the carnal love, and waited for the holy 
love which God gave her, which as she 
says “is both natural and spiritual,” and 
how abundantly God blessed it in a long 
life of happiness. 

Also a good book, which would suit you 
exactly, is published by the Biola Book 
Room of Los Angeles, and is called “Un- 
der Whose Wings,” by Zenobia Bird 
($1.75). You can get this through H. 
Trumbull Howard, conducting a book 
service for the Times, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 

Study into this matter seriously, and 
read of the love affairs in the Bible. 
Take Rachel, Rebekah, Sarah, Ruth, and 
many more, and see how God dealt with 
them, and be a Christian woman, led and 
directed of God, so that you may be 
likened to the woman in Proverbs 31: 
10-21. 





The Young People’s ) 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Mar. 22. Important Ideas in John 3: 16. 
Mar. 29. Why Christ Is a Worthy Master. 
Phil. 2: 5-11. 


Apr. 5. Easter Messages in Literature. Col. 
3: 1-4. (Consecration Meeting.) 


Sunday, ‘March 15 


My Responsibilities to the Church 
(1 Pet. 4: 7-11.) 





Mon.—Duty to attend (Heb. 10: 24, 25). 
Tues.—Duty to serve (Rom. 12: 3-9). 
Wed.—Duty to give (Gal. 6:6, 9). 
“Thurs.—Duty to foster peace (Rom. 


14° 19). 
Fri—Duty to help the needy (1 John 
3: 16-19). 
Sat.—Duty to back up leaders (1 Pet. 
5: 5-8). 











What is the church for? 
Why is church organization necessary? 
What can we do to help the church? 


OME one has well said: “Churches 

are like wells. Some are artesian 
wells, with a spiritual life that springs 
up continually to bless the world. The 
first church at Jerusalem was an artesian 
church. Spontaneously its stream of in- 
fluence went out to all people. In what 
marked contrast are some of our modern 
churches, whose life must be continually 
pumped in order to keep them from dy- 
ing. What is more deplorable than the 
frantic effort at pumping up a revival?” 


we, 

We saw last week that the Church 
is a “called-out” body of believers, — 
called out of the world to live separated 
lives. This week we are to think of the 
purpose for which this calling out has 
been planned. 

In the strictest sense the Church has 
no mission in this age. This may at 
first seem startling, but we will under- 
Stand that this is true when we realize 
that all God’s commissions are addressed 
to individual believers. If we think for 
a moment we shall see that no program 
of service for the Church as a whole 
has ever succeeded that has not first been 
a program of service for the individual. 


we 

We may say that the Church exists 
to-be the dwelling place of Christ in this 
age. Does not Ephesians .1: 22, 23 speak 
of the Church as the body of Christ? 
True enough, but we are also told that 
each individual believer is a ‘temple of 
God and that Christ lives in us (1 Cor. 
3:16; Gal. 2:20). 


Is not the mission of the Church to 
witness for Christ and to preach the Gos- 
pel to every creature? True, but only 
because this is first the mission of every 
individual member of the Church (Matt. 
ot Mark 16:15; John 17:20; Acts 
1:8). 

ve 


What of benevolence and healing, are 
not these the mission of the Church? 
God’s Word does not’ say so, but it does 


admonish individual believers to exercise 
these gifts. pa 


The Epistles speak almost without ex- 
cepiion of the Church as a body that 
God is preparing for a future ministry 
and in which, in this age, he is demon- 
strating his saving and keeping power. 
In other words, the Epistles tell us not 
what the Church is to do for God, but 
what God is doing and is going to do 
for the Church, 


Does the recognition of this truth mean, 
then, that we have no responsibility to 
the Church? Not at all. Just as each 
member of our physical body is a part 
of the whole and necessary to it, so each 
individual Christian is a vital part of the 
Church. In 1 Corinthians 12:26 we 
read, “And whether one member suffer, 
all the members suffer with it; or one 
member be honoured, all the members re- 
joice with it.’ We therefore have a re- 
sponsibility to live consecrated, consistent 
lives. 
. We have a responsibility to seek to 
add to the Church, which is Christ’s body, 
by winning others for him (Eph. 4: 16). 

We have a responsibility to help and 
comfort and admonish other members of 
his body (Gal. 6:2; Heb. 10:25; Col. 
3:16). 

b 4 


Sometimes we hear of those who be- 
cause of imperfections in individual 
churches will have nothing to do with 
them and persist in holding aloof. To 
such a one, an evangelist once said, “If 
you were all alone on a desert island and 
(had a church all by yourself, it wouldn't 
be perfect.” 

Christ himself established the Church. 
The church organizations of our day are 
the most effective way at present of minis- 
tering to the needs of its individual mem- 
bers and helping them to carry out our 
' Lord’s commands. It behooves each of 
| us as Christians to unite with the church 
| that represents our personal convictions 
and faith and to lend our support and 
encouragement to our fellow Christians. 


we 
What has my church a right to expect 
of me? 


How am I discharging my responsibilities 
to her? . 


PHILADELPHIA, 





Children at Home 








Pao’s Sacrifice and Reward 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott (late of China) 


HERE was trouble in the carpenter’s 

house in the West Street. The loved 
father had entertained a spirit of sick- 
ness many moons (months) and his spirit 
was “mounting above”! Happily in his 
case there was no doubt as to its destina- 
tion, for, the carpenter had “eaten” (be- 
lieved) the Yia-su (Jesus) doctrine and 
was a member of the little church. 

“I wanted to do something more for 
the dear Cii Yia-su,” he whispered faintly 
to his wife and little son Pao, “but, it 
is thou my only son, who must try to do 
what I have failed to accomplish. Thou 
art very young, Pao, and I can leave 
thee but few grains of rice sticking to 
thy chopsticks, but, always try to work 
hard and follow the Yia-su Way.” 

“Oh! Ah-tia, Ah-tia [Father],” sob- 
bed the boy, “I will do my best, but how 
can we live without thy wise example?” 

“The Good Lord will strengthen thee 
and thy mother. Be honest, kind, and 
loving to all, especially to the weak, the 
old, and the poor. Help them, Pao, as 
much as thou canst, even when it cuts 
a wound in thy hand.” 

Shortly after this the carpenter died 
and Pao was left to look after his mother. 

He was obliged to leave school, much 
to his sorrow, for he was a clever boy, 
but, his duty must first be to try to help 
fill the family rice-bowl. His mother, who 





was often sick and poorly, made coarse 
| cotton cloth when she was able. 
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Pao immediately started out to sell 
kerosene oil around the town, and though 
he was so young he was quick and sharp, 
so the people could not cheat him. He 
would have done fairly well, only there 
were so many on the job, and it was 
very difficult to make more than a few 
cash (pennies) even for his week’s work. 

He carried the two heavy cans of kero- 
sene on a wooden yoke, from street to 
street, calling loudly at the top of his 
voice: “Liquid sunlight to sell yery cheap, 
turns night into brightest day.. Miracle- 
working oil!” 

Suddenly a happy thought struck Pao, 
who was always eager to try to do 
something for his Saviour as his father 
had bidden him. 

He asked the old pastor at the “Yia-su 
Church” for some tracts to give to his 
customers and others. Then his shrill 
little voice piped out: “Good oil for 
small money, but, Best-News for all free 
and for nothing. Here, Grandfather-of- 
a-thousand-sons, here is ripe wisdom for 
thee. O First-Born-sir, do not refuse 
to take this invaluable gift from Heaven.” 

Pao did not, however, escape petty 
persecution; some people said he was “the 
running puppy of the Foreign Church,” 
or “was paid by a lazy old servant 
of theirs to scatter poison-words”! Cer- 
tain timid customers thought it best these 
days in China to hound him off their 
threshold and set their savage dogs on 
him! 

Pao’s business, never good, began to 
grow still less, and just at this time an- 
other sorrow fell upon him, for his poor 
mother met with an accident and although 
the missionary doctor did his best for 
her, she could not get better. Before 
she died she, too, begged Pao to remem- 
ber his father’s words and try to serve 
the Saviour as his Christian parents 
wanted him so much to do. 

“Pao was now left alone in the world 
and would have liked to return to the 
Mission School, but there was no “free 
place,” and so his application had to be 
refused. The old Chinese pastor, how- 
ever, did not regret this overmuch, for 
he said to the missionary: “Pao is a 
good boy, he is doing quite a fine work 
for God with his tracts, and it will not 
harm him to wait a while. What we 
need most in China today is for the dis- 
ciples of Yia-su, young and old, to carry 
on in their daily tasks trying to live 
for Christ.” 

The boy therefore went on with his 
work, and a poor Christian family gave 
him lodging for a few cash. It hap- 
pened that among his few regular cus- 
tomers was an old widow called Granny 
Wong who lived in the corner of a dirty, 
disused loft full of rubbish and lumber. 
She rented part of this and lived alone, 
having no one belonging to her in the 
world. She seldom came down the lad- 
der from her loft. and spoke to no one 
when she did. How she lived was.a mys- 
tery, and apparently she was slowly 
starving to death. 

Pao had accidentally heard about her 


carried it up to the loft for her, and 
feeling sorry for her terrible poverty, 
he charged her very little for it. 





he would go to see her occasionally, but 
she made him promise never to let any- 
one else come near her. She would not 
accept a tract, though she could read, and 
refused to listen to a word about God. 

One morning Pao found her dreadfully 
sick, and unable to speak, shivering on 
her straw bed in the corner. The boy 
was frightened at her looks and finding 
nothing to make a fire in her tiny brazier, 
he rushed out and bought some charcoal 
and got her a bowl of hot tea. She 
would not let him call even a Chinese 
doctor, and became so wild at the very 
suggestion, that Pao had to promise he 
would not allow any strange foot up the 
ladder ! 

He felt he could not leave her in her 
distressing state, so he prepared to stay 
in the cold, wind-swept loft, till the old 
woman was better. But that proved to 
be a slow affair, and yet Pao dared not 
leave her even though he was losing 
the little bit of work he had got with 
such difficulty. 

It was hard to know what toedo, but 
he thought of his father’s words. This 
poor .old woman was sick, weak, and 
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address, $1.50 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 5@ cents for postage. 


Concerning manuscripts.— Those who 
send manuscripts to The Sunday School 
Times and Christian Youth for publica- 
tion are requested to send return postage 
to be used in case the manuscripts are 
found unavailable. The Times regrets 
that it cannot usually return manuscripts 
with which no postage is enclosed. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 





from a neighbor, and thought she might | 
like to buy some oil from him, so he | 


at the following rates, payable in advance, 
| in the United States and Possessions, 
| Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
| South’ American countries. These rates 
| include postage. 
| 75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
| dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
| year. 

| §2 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
| package to only one address, 52 cents 
| each, per year. 
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The old woman took to the boy, and so | 323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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EscseTREE 
HALL- MACK CO. . 
MUSIC 








Samples of four 16- page services o1 songs, recitations, 
etc., for Sunday Sc hools, free to Pastor, FF rinten- 
dent, or Committee. These, only, are free of charge. 


EASTER HELPER No. 17—25 cents. 


Program material for children. Recitations, drills, 
exercises, songs, pantomimes, etc. 


EASTER SPECIALS No. 7—25 cents. 


Material for Young People. Five new selections in 
»ne book. Dialogue, Pageant, Scripture exercise, etc. 


EASTER PRAISES—25 cents, $2.00 the doz. 


\ special program with music for Children’s Division. 


PAGEANTS (NEW )—230 cts., $3.00 the doz. 
GOD’S CANDLES, a new candle lighting pageant. 
THE GLORY OF THE CROSS, a new pageant 


emphasizing the meaning of the Cross. 

Send for Descriptive Catalogue 
HALL-MACK CO., 2047 Arch St., Phila., Pa. 
NATIONAL MUSIC CO., 306 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 





helpless. How. could he leave her alone, 
perhaps to die with no one to do a 
thing for her, or tell her that Yia-su 
loved her and died because He so longed 
to save her? Nobody ever came near 
them, and very soon his last cash was 
spent on fuel and food and the poor boy 
was cold, hungry, and exhausted with 
his weary watching night and day. 

Just when things were blackest the 
Pastor managed to find him out, and al- 
though Pao dared not let him up the 
loft ladder, the old man sent him some 
rice, for the neighbors around declared 
that both must be starving! 

At last Granny Wong began to get 
better very slowly of course, but Pao 
was delighted when he saw her suffering 
less pain. 

“Thou art a good boy,” she said one 
night. “I shall adopt thee for my son 
and thou must live with me.” 

Pao smiled, “To work for both,” he 
thought. “Oh, well, God would help 
him to do his best.” 

As'%oon as she was able Old Granny 
Wong astonished every one by going 
out one day, and when she came back she 
gave Pao some papers which she told 
him to keep very carefully, because they 
made him her adopted son. Pao thought 
little about them, for Granny took so 
sick that night that he was up with her 
all the time and toward morning she 
passed away whispering feebly, “Yia-su, 
Kyiu-Cw” (Saviour). 

When Pao opened the papers Granny 
had given him what was his surprise to 
find that she was not poor at all. In- 
deed she owned much money in the bank 
and other property, and all was left “to 
my dear adopted son, the only one to care 
for a poor old woman in her sickness and 
need.” 

It was indeed wonderful, for Pao is 
now able to study to be a doctor at one 
oi the best colleges, and one day he will 
surely be a blessing to his country as he 
tries to heal some of China’s suffering 
pec re Pao made his sacrifice in trying 
tc follow his Master, and God has seen 
fit to reward him abundantly. 

, WorTHING, SUSSEX, ENG. 

w 


Bible Classes in Brooklyn 
Y.M.C. A, — 


EY ERY Thursday night at eight o’clock 
the Rev. Ira E,. David, D.D., an 
outstanding leader among those who hold 
the Bible to be the Word of God, is 
teaching the International Sunday School 
Lesson in the Bedford Branch of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association, 1115- 
1125 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
This Branch of the Y. M. C. A. is doing 
everything possible to teach the Word 
of God and preach the Gospel. Not long 
ago Wade C. Smith, who draws the 


Little Jetts for THe SuNnpay ScHOOL 
Times, held’ a series of meetings in this 
Branch. 


Every Monday night in the same place 
at eight o’clock, the Rev. Donald Grey 
Barnhouse, pastor of the Tenth Presby- 
terian Church in Philadelphia, and edi- 
tor of the new paper, Revelation, and 
widely known through his radio preach- 
ing, teaches a Bible class. 
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For Family Worship a 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 9 to 15 
Mon.—Luke 1¢ : 38-42. Jesus Among Friends. 


UR blessed Lord’s worst enemy on 

earth was Judas, and his best friends 
were those of the Bethany household. 
And the Lord’s worst enemy was his own 
worst enemy, and even now his best 
friends are their own best friends, be- 
cause “as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to hecome the sons of 
God.” He is just as eager now to receive 
the hospitality of our hearts as he was in 
those old days to be sheltered under the 
Bethany roof. How we shall delight in 
Heaven to keep company with Martha, 
Mary, and Lazarus! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance (Wm. 
Christie, Treasurer, 260 W. 44th Street, 
New York City) may be directed in 
meeting its responsibility for the evan- 
gelisation of the large populations com- 
mitted to it in India, Baluchistan, Afghan 
Border, French West Africa, Congo, 
French Indo-China, Venezuela, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Argentine, Kansu- 
Tibetan Border, Central China, Shang- 
hai, South China, Palestine (Arabian 
Border), Japan, Philippines, Dutch East 
Indies, Porto Rico, and. Jamaica, B. W. 1. 


Tues.—Luke 11: 42-54. Jesus Among Foes. 


The Lord’s enemies today are much the 
same as yesterday —hypocrites, dissem- 
blers, mere externalists, those who pass 
over true judgment and the love of God, 
and, what is especially the sin of our 
day, taking away the key of knowledge 
and not accepting the Bible as true, and 
relentlessly and untiringly seeking to 
prevent pupils or parishioners from un- 
derstanding it. Such are all under the 
anathema of “the wisdom of God,” who 
is the Lord Jesus himself (v. 49). 

PrayeR SuGcestions: The Prayer 
Suggestions this week are being taken 
from the Christian and Missionary Al- 
liance world-wide Prayer Circle folder. 
Pray that its forward movements may be 
protected and prospered everywhere; that 
the spirit of revival will be manifested 
in every district of the India field. 
Wed.—John 7 : 1-9. 

Misunderstood by His Brethren. 

Mary and Joseph looked in the wrong 
places to find the boy Jesus; his half- 
brothers, not believing in him, gave him 


worldly-wise counsel (vs. 3-5). They 
were James, Joses, Simon, and Jude 
(Matt. 13:55). They evidently had a 


sort of belief in him, but his open mani- 
festation to the world was, in the divine 
plan, to be very different from their idea 
(John 12:32). They came afterward 
to believe. James and Jude wrote New 
Testament epistles. The incident’ should 
encourage voung Christians misunder- 
stood in their own homes. 

Prayer SuGcestions: Pray that God 
may guide in important decisions in the 
Ivory Coast as to permanent location of 
missionaries; for Mr. Roseberry, who 
has been doing auto- evangelization in the 
Timbuctoo and Gao re ogion, often fol- 
lowing tn the trails of the late “Prophet” 
Harris. 

Thurs.—Matthew 10 : 34-39, 
Christ and Human Relationships. 


In purposing that whosoever will should 
be saved, the Lord was antagonizing Satan, 
who purposes that whosoever will shall 
not be saved. God’s purpose means a 
sword in households where only one ac- 
cepts the Lord. But those who give up 





blood kin for Christ are “worthy of 
| him.” Are we living a home-life that so 
measures up? 


| 
| 
| PRAYER Svuccestions: Pray for the 


South American work, not forgetting 
work among Indians; for Mr. and Mrs. 
Dittmar opening a station among the 


Quichua Indians in Ecuador; for Rev. 


} and Mrs. Clayton Steiner, and the Reif- 


' 
snyders, 
| tion at 


missionaries in the Jungle sta- 
Cahupanas among the Campa 
Indians; for Mr. R. B. Clark, Chairman 
on the field. 


Fri.—Matthew 10 : 16-23. 

Christian Behavior under Persecution. 
A young girl was delayed in getting 
to a Covenanter conventicle, to a Lord’s 
Supper celebration. Dragoons caught 
up with her. “Whither, my bonny lass?” 
said the captain. She would not tell a 
lie nor betray her friends. So, with 
Matthew 26:28 in mind, she answered, 
“My Brother has died, and I am going 
to hear the Will read and get my share.” 
“You need shoes and stockings for that,” 
said the captain, as he tossed her a half 
crown and rode away. The Lord had car- 
ried out his promise to this girl in verse 
19. How those old Scotsmen did teach 
their children about the New Covenant! 

PRAYER SucceEsTIons: Pray for Chris- 
tians in West China suffering intensely 
because of Moslem bandits and famine 
conditions; for peace in Central China; 
for the Rev. W. H. Oldfield as he as- 
sumes the chairmanship of the South 
China Mission. 

Sat.—Romans 8 : 31-39. 
Victory through Christ. 

This victory does not mean escape from 
troubles, but that in Christ all troubles 
become assets, even death, which Paul 
speaks of as “gain,” because through it 
we are admitted instantly into the pres- 
ence of Christ in glory. It is not “what 
things,” but “who” shall sunder us from 
the love of Christ (v. 35). Troubles 
and perils, which Paul goes on to name, 


ening, ugly personalities, but in Christ 
our enemies are his enemies, and he can- 
not be conquered. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that the 
Gospel may get into Arabia through sta- 
tions already established. Rev. and Mrs. 
Paul Allen left Palestine in October for 
the new field along the Persian Gulf. 
Pray that they may secure a proper lo- 
cation for their work, and be blessed of 
God as they study the Persian language, 
while at the same time ministering the 
Gospel in. Arabic. 

Sun.—Psalm 486 : 1-7. 
Comfort in Time of Trouble. 

David could claim comfort on the 
ground that he was one whom God 
favorest, which is the meaning of the 
expression “I am holy” (v. 2). All 
Christians have a similar promise, for in 
Christ all things are ours. The nations 
have a right to comfort, too (v. 9), and 
they desperately need it now, but they 
will not accept the Christ through whom 
it can come, though God has given him 
the nations for his inheritance. They 
will only be ready to ‘receive his comfort 
when they get through the near-at-hand 
Great Tribulation. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Prayer is re- 
quested for Mr. Kopp, the Chairman, and 
Mr. Birkey, who are itinerating in French 
Congo and making arrangements for the 
furtherance of the work there, that God 
will give them acceptance both with the 
government and the natives. 


“Christian Life” 
Series 
Sunday School 
Lesson Helps 


Following the 
international Uniform Lesson Topics 


Pointed, Sound, and Practical 


Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 
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The Bible Alone 
is the Foundation of all 


“STANDARD” 


Graded Courses 


Nothing more—only the Bible. Gives 
both scholars and teachers a broader 
vision of the Church School, puts in- 
terest and enthusiasm into class 
work, and fulfills the single purpose 
of Church School effort-—to instill 
into the hearts and minds of the 
scholars the eternal truths and prin- 
ciples as set forth in the Scriptures. 
There is no question about the 
superierity of Standard Courses— 
they are the finest teaching aids 
ever offered the Church School. 


FREE Prospectus 
ON REQUEST 


If you are anxious to increase inter- 
est, attendance and effectiveness of 
your Church School, write today 
for this Prospectus, and learn more 
about Standard Graded Courses. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 


Dept. $$ -228 
Sth and Cutter Sts., CINCINNATI, OHIO 











fall into line for him as so many threat- |. 





<sesemen — er Seer 


We LCOME #0 
NEW YORK and’ 
Whe HOTEL 


SEE ST. 7™ AVE, 
| opposite PENNA.R.R.STATION 


‘ Bath Servidor 


and 
Circulating 
Ice Water 


ROOM ~e BATH: 3°°UP 








A Miniature E-Z Pageant 


Festival of Lights 


A Candle Light service for Easter employing the whole 
school and audience, and requiring 


NO MEMORY WORK—NO REHEARSALS 


Examination copy on request te Pastor, Sunday School 
Superintendent, or program chairman. 


G. C. TULLAR Room g20-4, 184 Nemau t. 


A Whole Year for $1.00 
THE ILLUSTRATOR 


gives Sunday-school teachers the best! 


**\Vould not do without it for tex times its cost.’” 
W. H. Colgrove. Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


ALLOONS 


slor, Ses, Shaves. 20 for 2 dimes, 
100 for deilte bill, Bellooe Balloon Game Book FREE 


WyYanpboT Co. 








Gatton, OnI0. 








Caticura Soap 


World-Famous for 
Daily Toilet Use 


Price 25c. Sample fre 
Address: “Cuticura,” Dept. 17B, Malden, Mass. 








When answering advertisements, 
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